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CHAPTER III. 


All mankind is now fallen into a 
most woful estate of sin and 
misery. 


The devil abused the serpent, by 
making him the means of tempta- 
tion; and man abusing his own fa- 
culties, especially his will, brought 
himself and all his posterity in him, 
into an estate of sinfulness and 
misery. Let us consider, Ist, man’s 
misery in regard to sin itself, and 
2dly, in regard to the consequences 
of sin. 

[.—1. Every man living is born 
guilty of Adam’s sin. Now the 
equity of God in laying this sin to 
the charge of every man, though 
none of Adam’s posterity person- 
ally committed 1t, may appear from 
the consideration, that God in wis- 
dom and goodness constituted 
Adam the representative of his race, 
under the covenant of works; so 
that had he stood in righteousness, 
all mankind had stood with him. It 
is but equitable, therefore, if we 
should have been partakers of his 
gains, that we should be also par- 
takers of his loss; and that he, fall- 
ing, we should fall in him. This dis- 
pensation was calculated to pro- 
mote the safety and quiet of man- 
kind ; for had he stood as our cove- 
nant head, all fear of losing our 
*appy estate had been prevented ; 
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whereas if every man had been left 
to stand or fall for himself, as he 
should appear in the world, each 
man would ever have been liable 
to fall, and in fear of falling. Adam 
was as likely to stand in righteous- 
ness for himself and his posterity, 
as any one would have been for 
himself; and more so, if he knew 
that he had charge of the estates of 
all the millions which should be 
born. He was the head of mankind, 
and they the members of that head ; 
so that if the head practise treason, 
the whole body is found guilty, and 
must suffer. If these things satisf 
not, there is a day coming, in erent 
God will reveal his own righteous 
roceedings before men and angels. 
Oh! that men would consider the 
nature of original sin, and be hum- 
bled by it. Next to the sin against 
the Holy Spirit, and contempt of 
the gospel, this is the greatest sin 
which cries to heaven for vengeance: 
for now men’s sins are committed 
against God in their base and low 
estate; but this sin was committed 
against Jehovah, when man was at 
the top of his preferment. He was 
a traitor in the court, among the 
favourites, and nota rebel on the 
dunghill. This sin darkened the 
very sun, defaced the image of God, 
the glory of God in man, and be- 
came the prolific parent of all the 
swarms of sins, which have since 
infested the world. It comprehend- 
ed in itself a fearful apostacy from 
God, like that of the devil; a hor- 
rible rebellion against God, in which 
man took sides with revolted an- 
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gels; woful unbelief, 1 in suspecting 
the truth of God’s threatenings ; 
the blasphemous conception, that 
the devil, (God’s enemy and man’s 
murderer) is more to be credited in 
his temptations than God in his as- 
sertions ; horrible pride, in think- 
ing to become like God by eating 
the forbidden fruit; contempt of 
God, in rushing upon his sword, and 
not fearing the plague denounced ; 
unthankfulness, when God had given 
every tree but one, to be med- 
dling with that too; theft, in taking 
what was not his own; and idolatry, 
in loving the creature more than 
God the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever. Let us take a full view of, 
and mourn for this sin, that made 
the first breach between God and 
man. 

2. Every man, in the estatein which 
he is born, is dead in sin, empty of 
every inward principle of holy life, 
and void of all grace. Many wick- 
ed men may do many actions, which 
are externally good, such as praying, 
hearing, wil almsgiving ; but not 
from any inward principle of holy 
obedience. Weights may set a 
clock to running. Jehu was zealous, 
but it was only for a kingdom: the 
Pharisees gave alms, onl to be 
seen of men. If one should write 
a will with a dead man’s hand, the 
will would not be good in law, be- 
cause the deceased person did not 
write it with intention, from an in- 

ward principle of life. Pride or 
selfishness may induce a man to 
preach, to hear, and sometimes to 
pray. Bring a dead man to the 
fire, and chafe and rub him; you 
may produce some heat by external 
applications ; but take him from the 
fire and he will soon be cold again : 
so many a man living under a sound 
minister, and the friction of a striv- 
ing conscience, has some heat in 
him, some affections, some desires, 
some fears and sorrows; but re- 
move the minister, and quiet con- 
science, and he presently becomes 
as insensible as ever, because he 
wants a principle of spiritual life. 
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It is said, that there was a great - 
cry in Egypt, because there was not 
a house wherein there was not one 
dead. In some towns and families 
how many are spiritually dead! 
Husbands, wives, children and ser- 
vants are all dead, and God only 
knows whether they shall ever live 
or not. 

A dead man cannot stir; and so 
a spiritually dead man cannot per- 
form any spiritually good action, if 
heaven itself were to be gained by 
doing it. He may think and speak, 
it is true, of good things; as the 
good man may think and speak of 
evil things ; but he is not the sub- 
ject of one good thought or speech. 
As the naturally dead man fears 
not, so the sinner fears no dangers, 
however great and imminent. As the 
dead cannot be drawn to accept of 
the best offers, so were Christ to 
come out of heaven, and fall about 
the neck of a natural man, and with 
tears in his eyes beseech him to ac- 
cept of his blood, himself, his king- 
dom, and leave his sins, he could 
not receive the offer. 

A dead man is blind and deaf, 
and the spiritually dead neither see 
nor hear God in a right manner. 
They have no eye, no ear, no tongue 
for Christ. They are senseless, and 
relish not the things of God. If they 

speak of divine things, it is like a 
parrot. They are destitute of the 
breath of prayer: they cannot pour 
out their souls into the bosom of 
God. I wonder not, that there are 
so many prayerless families, for 
their members are dead, and lie 
rotting in their sins. 

A dead man has no beauty, is eaten 
of worms, and wants nothing but 
casting into the grave: thus the un- 
renewed sinner has lost all his 
glory, is deformed in his moral cha- 
racter, shall become an abhorr ence, 
is subject to the gnawings of the 
never-dying worm, and must be 
buried in hell, if Jehovah shall let 
loose some judgment, and say, Take 
these dead persons out of my sight. 

If it was a wonder that Lazarus, 
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who had lain in the grave four days, 
should live again, 9h! wonder thou, 
that ever God should let thee live, 
after having been dead in sin for 
twenty, thirty, or sixty years to- 
gether. 

3. Every natural man is, more- 
over, full of all sin. Rom. i. 29. His 
whole body and mind are full of sin. 
Foolishness is bound up, even in the 
heart of achild. An evil man out 
of the evil rreasureE of his heart 
bringeth forth evil things. The 
tongue is a WORLD of iniquity ; and 
out of the aBuNDANCE of the heart 
the mouth speaketh. The mind is 
a nest of foul opinions and heresies: 
the heart is a horrible pit of atheism, 
sodomy, murder, whoredom, adul- 
tery, witchcraft, bestiality; so that 
if thou hast any good thing in thee, 
itis as a drop of rose water in a 
bow! of poison. 

All these things are not stirrin 
in the natural man at once; an 
like Hazael he may think that he is 
not such a dog as to perpetrate 
these crimes, but they are in him, 
like a nest of snakes in an old hedge, 
lurking in his heart, until tempta- 
tion brings them forth. When one 
told Francis Spira, that he had 
never committed such sins as Ma- 
masses, and therefore was not, as he 
judged himself, the greatest sinner 
since the creation, he replied, that 
he should have been worse than 
Manasses had he lived in his time, 
and been on his throne. If you feel 
none of these sins, reader, consider 
that fear, shame, education, good 
company and God’s restraining 
grace alone may have kept thee from 
being the vilest of the vile. Mr. 
Bradford would never look upon 
one’s lewd life with one eye, without 
turning the other upon his own 
breast, and saying, In this my vile 
breast remains that sin, which, with- 
out God’s special grace, I should 
have committed as well as he. These 
sins of thy heart are all ready arm- 
ed to fight against God, at the watch 
word, or alarm of any temptation ; 
and are as bad in the sight of God 








as the sins of the life; for the sins 
of the heart breed, bring forth, 
and nurture all the litter, all the 
troops of outward iniquities. Sin 
is more abundant and more perma- 
nent in the heart, than in the life; 
for actual sins of the life fly out 
like sparks and vanish, but sin in 
the heart is like a brand always 
glowing. ‘The toad spits poison 
sometimes, but it retains a poison- 
ous nature always. Hence the apos- 
tle calls it sin that dwells in me. 
One enemy within the city is worse 
than many without ; a traitor on the 
throne, (and the heart is Christ’s 
throne,) is worse than a traitor in 
the open field. Mourn, therefore, 
not so much that thou hast com- 
mitted individual sins, as that thou 
hast a sinful heart, and a sinful na- 
ture. 

4. All the moral actions of a na- 
tural man are sin, in the sight of a 
holy God, because they are per- 
formed without any holy motive. 
As a man may speak good words, 
but we cannot endure to hear him 
speak, because of his offensive 
breath which defiles them ; so a man 
may pray» fast, give alms, and come 
to church, without performing these 
externally good actions from a right 
intention. The thoughts of the un- 
renewed are only evil, and that 
continually. Gen. vi. 5. All their 
words are sins. Ps.l. 16. Their 
mouths are open yn Rom. 
iil. 13. Their civil actions, their 
eating, drinking, buying, selling, 
sleeping and ploughing, so far as 
they are voluntary, and are not re- 
gulated by right motives, are sinful. 
Prov. xxi. 4. All their religious 
actions are of the same moral cha- 
racter, for the same reason. “ The 
sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord.” “Even his 
prayer shall be aboraination.”’ Prov. 
xv. 8, and xxvili.9. All their most 
zealous actions are sins. ‘They may 
be like the act of Jehu in killing 
the priests of Baal, outwardly good ; 
and God may reward them with 
temporal favours: but Jehu had a 
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hawk’s eye upon Prmgai a king- 
dom to himself by his zeal for the 
Lord, and therefore God threatened 
to be revenged upon him. Hosea i. 
4. Their wisdom is sin. The car- 
nal mind, the wisdom of the flesh is 
enmity against God. Rom. viii. 7. 
“A corrupt tree cannot bring forth 
good fruit.” Every wicked man 
wants an inward principle of love 
to God and Christ; and therefore, 
should he seek to honour God ever 
so much, all that he doth, being per- 
formed merely from love to himself, 
is abhorred by God. Acting always 
for himself, from regard to his own 
ease, credit, safety, or content, he 
commits the highest degree of idola- 
try, plucks God from his throne, 
and makes himself a god, or the 
ultimate end of all his actions. Sin 
is a forsaking or departing from 
God. Now every natural man re- 
mains in a state of separation from 
God; wants the bond of union, 
which is faith; is always sinning ; 
and being under the curse of God, 
brings forth nothing but briers and 
thorns. 

But it will be objected, if the 
praying and hearing of the natural 
man is sin, that he must not per- 
form these duties, for he must not 
sin. I answer, good duties are good 
in themselves, although they be sin- 
ful when performed from a vile 
heart. Moreover, it is less sinful 
to do them, than to omit them: 
therefore, if thou wilt go to hell, go 
in the least criminal path thou canst. 
Finally, venture and try to pray 
and hear aright; for God may hear, 
not for the sake of thy prayers, but 
for his own name’s sake. Though 
thou art a dog, yet thou art alive, 
and art for the present under the 
table. Ask, and God may give thee 
some crumbs of his mercy, even 
whilst thou art not holy in thy sup- 
plications. 

IJ. Man’s misery in regard to 
the consequences of sin are now to 
be considered. They are either 
present or future. Of the pRESENT 
consequences of sin, we remark, 
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ist, that God is the dreadful enemy 
of unrenewed men. Ps.v. 5. “Thou 
hatest all workers of iniquity.” 
This God evinces, by hiding his 
face from every natural man (Isa. 
lix. 2.); by his threatenings and 
curses (Gal. i. 10.); and by the 
stripes which he inflicts upon the 
body and soul. Never tell me, 
therefore, that God blesses you in 
your outward estate, if you are un- 
renewed ; for God treats you as a 
father does a desperate son; he 
gives you full swing; and there 1s 
scarcely a greater sign of God’s 
wrath. 

2. God hath forsaken them, and 
they have lost God. Eph. i. 12. As 
in the grievous famine of Samaria, 
dove’s dung was sold at a great 
price ; so worldly contentments are 
much esteemed, because men are 
without God, and without spiritual 
food. They have lost the favoura- 
ble presence, and special protection 
of God; and like Cain, are fugi- 
tives from his face. Saul exclaimed 
when the Philistines made war 
against him, God is departed from 
me! 1 Sam. xxvii. 15. And the 
loss of the sweetness of the divine 
presence, fer a little time only, 
made Jesus Christ cry out, My God, 
my God, why hast thou — 
me? But thou, sinner, hast lost 
thy God all thy lifetime. Oh! thine 
heart is brass, that it mourns not so 
long an absence. The damned in 
hell have lost God, and know it; 
and so the plague of desperate hor- 
ror lieth upon them: but thou hast 
lost God here, and knowest it not ; 
and the plague of a hard heart lieth 
upon thee. 

3. All natural men are condemn- 
ed,in the court of justice, by the law, 
which cries, treason, treason, against 
the Most High; and in the court of 
mercy, by the gospel, which brings 
in the verdict of murder, murder of 
the Son of God, by unbelief: so 
that they are damned in heaven and 
on earth. God is thy all-seeing, 
terrible Judge; conscience thine 
accuser, and a heavy witness against 
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thee ; this world thy prison: thy 
lusts are fetters: in the Bible thy 
sentence is recorded: death is thy 
hangman: and the fire unquencha- 
ble will be thy tormenting final 
doom. The Lord in his patience, 
has reprieved thee for a time. O! 
take heed, to get a pardon, before 
the day of execution comes. 

4, Being condemned, natural 
men, in this prison, are subjected to 
the bondage of Satan, who is the 


jailer. His servants they are whom 


they obey. They do the devil’s 
drudgery, and carry his pack. Satan 
overcame, and conquered all men 
in Adam, their representative ; and 
God has subjected them to the bon- 
dage and dominion of the prince of 
the power of the air, the god of 
this world. ‘Though he cannot com- 
pel a man to sin against his own 
will, yet he has power, to present a 
sinful temptation, for the purpose 
of alluring him to evil ; of following 
the man with it, if at first he should 
be shy of it; of disquieting and 
racking him if he will not yield to 
it; of knowing their humours ; and 
of acting the part of an enemy in 
various ways. Satan is secret, de- 
eeitful, cruel and strong. He visits 
mankind in seeming courtesy, as 
poor, wandering, beggarly pee: 
men in necessity do their friends, 
to gain them as hisown. He makes 
them believe that they are in a fair 
way, when their condition is mise- 
rable. He gags them, like the man 
who had a dumb spirit, so that they 
can speak neither for God, to men; 
nor to God, in prayer. He, as the 
strong man armed, keeps his palace, 
and his goods; yea, and keeps his 
subjects from so much as sighing or 
groaning under their bondage. 

5. The natural man is cast into 
utter darkness ; even as cruel jail- 
ers put their prisoners into the worst 
dungeons. 2 Cor. iv.3, 4. They are 
so blinded, that they see not God, 
nor Christ, nor the happiness of the 
saints in light, nor those dreadful 
torments, which should now in this 
day of grace, awaken and humble 
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them. They were born blind to 
saving truth; the devil has blinded 
them more by sin ; and God, in jus- 
tice, has blinded some of them 
worse for sin. 

6. The natural man is bound hand 
and foot in his natural estate, so 
that he cannot come out, of himself. 
“ We were yet without strength.’ 
Rom. v. 6. “The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” 1 Cor... 14. All kind 
of sins, like chains, have bound 
every part and faculty of man. 
These sins are strong, being as dear 
as his members, nay as his life 
(Col. iii. 5. 7.): so that when he be- 
gins to forsake his vile ways, and 
purposes to become a new man, 


devils fetch him back, the world - 


entices him, and locks him up; and 
the flesh says, “Oh! it is too strict 
a course : farewell then, merry days, 
and good fellowship.” You may 
wish and desire, for some reason, 
to come out sometimes, but you can- 
not put strength to your desire, nor 
bear to execute it. You may hang 
your head, like a bulrush for sin, but 


cannot repent of it: you may pre- . 


sume, but cannot believe: you may 
come half way and faciasiee some 
sins, but not all sins: you may come 
and knock at heaven’s gate, as the 
foolish virgins did, but not pass 
through it: you may see the land of 
Canaan, take much pains to go to 
it, and taste the bunches of its 
grapes, but never enter it; unless 
the Lord come to your grave in sin, 
roll away the stone, and bid you 
live. 

7. They are ready every moment 
to drop into hell. God is a con- 
suming fire, and there is but thie 
paper wall of thy body between thy 
soul and endless flames. How soon 
may God stop thy breath? 

he FUTURE consequences of sin 
remain to be considered. 

i. Men must die; and although 
death is a sweet sleep to a child of 
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God, yet to the wicked it is a fear- 
ful curse, proceeding from God’s 
wrath. Like a lion he tears body 
and soul asunder. It is a rare thing 
to see the man who looks death 
steadfastly in the face one hour to- 
gether; but one day, like a mighty 
captain, he will deal a bitter stroke 
upon the ungodly, and then armies 
of endless woes follow. 

2. After death men must imme- 
diately appear in their spirits, be- 
fore God in judgment. Heb. ix. 27. 
This is a particular judgment, which 
every one meets with immediatel 
at the end of his life, and in which 
every unrenewed soul is condemn- 
ed. Eccl. xi. 7. 

All have sinned; and the wages 
of sin is death ; which is due so soon 
as a manexists a sinner. In justice, 
therefore, it should be paid as soon 
as he is born; and it would be so 
with the wicked, had not Christ ob- 
tained a reprieve for them for a sea- 
son. He os begged their lives ; 
and is the Saviour of all men, that 
is, nota Saviour of final preserva- 
tion from hell, but a Saviour of tem- 
poral reservation from dropping } in- 
to hell. This space of time, thus 
begged by Christ, is the only season 
Ww herein a man may make his peace 
with a displeased God. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
During this time, the original sen- 
tence of death passed upon the 
whole family of man, is suspended ; 
but when death has despatched 
them, the day of grace, the space 
for repentance has passed ; and 
judgment only awaits them indivi- 
dually. ‘Then their personal doom 
is read, and this is judgment after 
leath. If we would judge ourselves, 
in the present life, we should not be 
judged, or judicially condemned af- 
ter death: but wicked men will not 
do this, and therefore, at the end of 
life, God will condemn them. All 
natural men are lost in this life, but 
they may be found and recovered 
again. A man lost after death, how- 
ever, is irrecoverably lost, for there 
are no means of restoration after 


death. In the world of spirits, there | 
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is no friend to persuade the impeni- - 
tent, no minister to preach the gos- 
pel, by which faith is wrought, and 
union to Christ effected ; “and no 
power of returning and repenting. 

The night is come, and the day, in 
which we were commanded to work, 
is past. The punishment which will 
then be endured, will occupy all the 
thoughts and emotions of the mi- 
serable, and leave no room for any 
thoughts of reformation. Like 
Dives, they will cry, I am torment- 
ed in this flame. Oh! that the con- 
sideration of this point might awak- 
en every secure sinner! What will 
become of thine immortal soul, 
when thou art dead ? Thou sayest, 
I know not: I hope well. I tell 
thee, after death comes the judg- 
ment: then, farewell friends, when 
dying; and farewell God forever, 
when thou art dead ! 

May the Lord open the eyes of 
sinners, to behold the terrors of the 
particular judgment. Their souls 
shall be dragged from their bodies, 
by the devil, as their jailer, into the 
sensible presence of their Judge. 
They shall appear without any co- 
vering, friends, or comfort: and 
shall be filled with a new light, in 
which they shall look upon their 
Judge, whom they saw not in the 
world: and through which, hellish 
horror ‘shall strike their souls. Then 
all their sins shall be brought into 
their remembrance; and conscience 
shall fill the place of ten thousand 
witnesses. Many sins may have 
been forsaken; but then, one leak 
in the ship will sink all: one secret, 
darling, allowed sin, unrepented of, 
will damn thee. Then God will de- 
part from thee, to wait in patience, 
offer a Saviour, and strive by his 
Spirit, no more. Thou shalt see in- 
deed the glory which others find, but, 
to thy greater sorrow, shalt never 
taste their bliss. God shall surrender 
thy forsaken soul, into the hands of 
the devil, to be tormented, and for- 
ever to be overwhelmed at thy pre- 
sent misery, as well as the thought 
of that which is to come. 
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8. There shall be a general judg- 
ment of soul and body at the end of 
the world, in which all unrenewed 
men shall be arraigned and con- 
demned, before the judgment seat 
of Christ. Jude 14, 15. 2 Cor. v. 
10. ‘The hearing of this future day, 
made Felix, and should make other 
sinners tremble. The divine cha- 
racter requires such a day, because 
the dispensations of Providence 
lead men to question the justice of 
God ; and were not a future rec- 
koning to come, this attribute would 
suffer a total eclipse. The glory of 
Christ, moreover, requires this ge- 
neral judgment: for, because he 
was arraigned and condemned by 
men, he shall judge mankind. John 
Vv. 27. 

The time of this general judg- 
ment cannot be precisely ascertain- 
ed; but we know it shall not take 
place, until Antichrist has been con- 
sumed, until the Jews have been re- 
stored to their own land; until all 
the tribes of Israel have been ga- 
thered into the Christian church ; 
and until all the elect, for whose 
sake the world stands, shall have 
been effectually called. 

Concerning the manner of this 
judgment, let it be remarked, that 
Christ shall come from the third 
heavens, to be seen in our atmo- 
sphere, before 0 of the dead arise ; 
and his coming shall be with an ad- 
mirable shout, as when a king com- 
eth to triumph among his subjects, 
and over his enemies. 

Then shall the voice of the Arch- 
angel, which is Jesus Christ him- 
self, be heard from the clouds, say- 
ing audibly, Rise ye dead, and come 
to judgment. 

Then as the trumpet sounded at 
the giving of the law, so shall it 
sound now, but much louder, when 
he comes to judge men for having 
violated that law. 

Then shall the dead arise, and 
the living on the earth be changed. 
The bodies of them that have died 
in the Lord shall rise first, and at 
the same time the bodies of the liv- 








ing saints shall be translated, with 
them. 

When Christ shall be seated on 
his throne, and the saints as justices 
on thrones at his right hand, then 
shall the still guilty sinners be 
brought forth from their graves, and 
from their residence on the face of 
the earth, and stand quaking before 
this glorious judge. 

Ye that live in sin now, and yet 
feel secure, O consider, who shall 
be your judge. It is goodness it- 
self; even Jesus Christ, who many 
times held out h‘s compassions 
toward you. A child of God may 
say, yonder is my brother, friend, 
husband : but you must say, yonder 
is my enemy. He may say, yonder 
is he who shed his blood to save me : 
but you must say, yonder he comes 
whose heart I have pierced with my 
sins ; whose blood I have despised. 
He may say, come, Lord Jesus, and 
cover us under thy wings ; but you 
must then cry out, Oh! rocks, rocks, 
fall on me, and hide me from the 
face of the Lamb. 

Consider, that he shall come in 
flaming fire, in the glory of his Fa- 
ther, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God. 

Reflect, that then, thy secret sins, 
thy self-pollution, thy speculative 
wantonness, as well as thy public 
offences shall all be disclosed. 
Think not that the judgment day 
will soon be over. No, no: it must 
take up some large portion of time, 
that all the universe may see all 
the sins of wicked men: and pos- 
sibly this day of Christ’s kingly ~ 
office may be as long as the one 
in which he is governing the world, 
by his providence. 

4. After the general judgment 
shall have separated all the righteous 
from the wicked, then the fearful 
sentence shall be passed upon all 
the latter collectively: Depart, ac- 
cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 

ared for the devil and his angels. 

5. When the judgment day has 
closed, then the fearful wrath of 
God shall be poured out, and piled 
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upon their bodies and souls, and the 
breath of the Lord, like a stream of 
brimstone, shall kindle it: and here 
thou shalt lie burning, and none 
shall quench it. They shall be ba- 
nished from God ; shall be the sub- 
jects of his fiery indignation for 
ever ; shall be tortured by their own 
memory and conscience ; shall be- 
come the companions of devils; 
shall be filled with despair; and 
shall be the subjects of the most 
painful emotions through all eter- 
nity. In the anguish of their feel- 
ings, they will vomit blasphemies 
in the face of God, and curse God, 
that never elected them; and the 
Lord Jesus, that never shed one 
drop of blood to redeem them ; and 
the Holy Ghost, that passed by with- 
out effectually calling them. 

This is the misery of every na- 
tural man. Oh! labour to be eco 
bled, day and night, in this woful 
estate; andif thou dost not obtain 
an interest in Christ, then farewell 
God, Christ, and mercy forever. 
Had Christ shed seas of blood, there 
would not be one drop of it for thee, 
until thou comest to see, and feel, 
and groan under this miserable 


estate of thy fallen nature. 
(To be continued.) 


ne 


ON THE DURATION OF FUTURE 
PUNISHMENT. 


(Continued from page 125.) 


In examining the supposed scrip- 
tural objections to a particular re- 
demption, it would be unreasonable 
to expect much novelty, It would 
be difficult to find any raw mate- 
rial entirely new. Sometimes new 
arrangements, different combina- 
tions of light and shade, may so af- 
fect the appearance, and even the 
real worth of the article, as to make 
it more marketable, and conse- 
quently extend the range of its cir- 
culation. We make no pretensions 
even to this humble merit. To be 
instrumental in exhibiting truth— 
the truth of the word of God, in a 
simple and unsophisticated dress ; 
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to help to stem the torrent of error - 
and delusion, is our most earnest 
wish, whether the arguments be new 
or old. Both the heresy we com- 
bat, and its refutation, have excited 
the attention of the days of other 
years. When the enemy comes in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
animates his followers to lift up a 
standard against him. In the dis- 
charge of this duty, the continuance 
of the contest must be commensu- 
rate with the duration of the tor- 
rent of hostility. War must be car- 
ried on with Amalek from genera- 
tion to generation. 

At this late period of the contest, 
little new, on either side, can be 
expected. We despise that affec- 
tation of originality, which refuses 
to avail itself of the inventions 
and improvements of prameasstens, 
Was the sword of Goliah one whit 
the worse, that it had cut off the 
head of a blaspheming gigantic Phi- 
listine? On the contrary, David 
says respecting it, “ There is none 
like it; give it to me.” Are the 
arguments of Luther and Calvin, 
or any of the other reformation 
sages, any thing deteriorated, by 
having been used successfully by 
them, against the antichristrian hie- 
rarchy? Does the solution of a dif- 
ficulty, or the detection of a so- 
phism, lose any of its interest or 
force, because it has been used by 
the venerable Edwards, when con- 
tending valiantly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints? Nay, though 
we would not rest a single item of 
the subject at issue on the mere au- 
thority of names, 


*‘Nullius addictus jurare in Verba ma- 
gistri,” 
yet we confess, we cannot help 
viewing an argument, as ennobled 
and more venerable, which has been 
used by that philosophical Calvi- 
nist and redoubtable champion of 
sacred truth. We here give notice, 
that on his lucubrations we shall, 
occasionally, make liberal drafts ; 
and shall mever prefer a raw re- 
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cruit, however fascinating his exte- 
rior, to the sunburnt veteran ;. and 
that too, for the very thing which 
should recommend him, namely, be- 
cause he has seen some service, 
and has frequently triumphed over 
the haughty foe. On the contrary, 
these very circumstances are, in 
our view, recommendatory. 

In the discussion of this subject, 
much stress has been laid on some 
general expressions, which are oc- 
casionally found in scripture; such 
as, for instance, all, every, all men, 
every man, the world, the whole 
world, &c. These expressions, it 
will be admitted, when taken de- 
tachedly and independently of their 
local connexion and modification by 
the context, are somewhat imposing; 
particularly in relation to a doc- 
trine, apparently so philanthropic, 
and so flattering to the native de- 
pravity and accumulated guilt of 
rebel man. 

There can be nothing more easy 
than to show, that the extent of the 
meaning of those expressions must 
always be determined by the con- 
nexion in which they are found; 
and that*thev must necessarily be 
regulated and modified by the radi- 
cal principles and general analogy 
of the system of redemption. That 
all often means no more than a ge- 
nerality, and sometimes but only an 
inconsiderable- number, is abun- 
dantly evident from scripture phra- 
seology. ‘The annunciation of the 
nativity of our Lord by the heaven- 
ly messenger, furnishes a striking 
evidence of this. Luke 11. 10. “ Be- 
hold I bring you glad tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” Was this true in an abso- 
lutely strict and universal sense of 
the term? Certainly not. Surely 
not to all, and every individual of 
the whole world, for many millions 
never heard of it. But it did not 
furnish great joy, even to all the 
Jews who did hear of it. Did He- 
rod, or the Scribes and Pharisees, 
rejoice at it? Nay, on the contrary, 
ey ait that “ when He- 

on. I, 








rod had heard the report of the wise 
men, he was troubled, and all Jeru- 
salem with him.”? Matt. ii.3. How 
comparatively limited, in this in- 
stance, must this universal term be! 
In like manner we might quote 
Mark 1. 37, “.4ll men seek thee ;”’ 
and v. 20, “All men did marvel 3” 
and xi. 32, “ All men counted John 
as a prophet;”’ John iii. 16, « The 
same baptizeth, and all men come 
unto him;”’ Acts iv. 21, “All men 


glorified God, for what was done.’ 


In all these quotations, and num- 
berless others which might be ad- 
duced, it requires no great stock of 
sagacity to discover the very li- 
mited sense in which they are used, 
and that their extent is regulated 
and determined entirely by the cir- 
cumstances and connexion in which 
they are found. By these circum- 
stances, therefore, and connexions, 
and by the nature of the subject un- 
der discussion, and not by the de- 
tached universality of a term or 
hrase, we shall be guided in our 
investigation of this subject. But 
as the definite application and 
meaning of such expressions will 
be best ascertained by a reference 
to the texts where they are used in 
the sacred writings, we shall exa- 
mine in succession the most stri- 
king of those passages or texts, 
which have been by our opponents 


generally adduced on this subject. 


To save time and useless repeti- 
tion, we shall classify them in such 
manner, as their common qualities 
and general bearings on the subject 
under consideration, may indicate. 
According to this method, the exa- 
mination of two or three of the 
most prominent texts will super- 
sede the necessity of farther analy- 
sis of any texts belonging to the 
same class. And, 

1. Such as by the universality of 
the terms in which the mediatory 
interposition is frequently express- 
ed in scripture, may seem to favour 
universal redemption. 

Of such passages we have an ex- 
ample in Isa. lin. 6, * The Lorp 
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hath laid on Him the iniquities of us 
all”? In this text there are three 
different parties mentioned ; name- 
ly, the Lorn, Him, and us all. That 
the first of these is Jenovan, the 
second Messian, all are agreed. 
The only ground of controv ersy is 
about the extent of the meaning of 
the words us all. Does this expres- 
sion mean every individual of the 
whole human race, or only a parti- 
cular number? This, and this alone, 
is the point at issue. We maintain 
that the Lorn did lay on Jesus the 
iniquity of all the elect—of all the 
evel of God. The supposed proof 
of alleged universality contained in 
these words, we might consider a 
completely neutralized by the peal. 
tive proof of the particularity of re- 
demption, previously established. 
But however relevant this mode of 
refutation might be, we shall not 
avail ourselves of it; but shall exa- 
mine and compare this, and the 
other texts which may be adduced, 
both with the context, and, when 
necessary, with the general analogy 
of faith. We put the question, then, 
Who are the persons designated by 
the general expression us “all ? 


In the first. place, they were pro- 
fessors of religion; they belonged 


to the commonwealth of Israel. Se- 
condly, they were confessing peni- 
tents: “ All we like lost sheep have 
gone astray, we have turned every 
man to his own w ay,” is their hum- 
ble confession to God. In the third 
place, they are such as are “healed 
by his stripes,”’ as is plain from the 
context. Hourthly, they are such 
as had an interest in the vicarious 
atonement. ‘Their language is “ He 
was wounded for our tr ansgressions, 
bruised for our iniquities, chastised 
for our peace.” »? In a word, they 
were neither strangers nor slicas, 
but of the household of faith. But 
will it follow, that because Jesus 
bare the iniquities of all such as are 
described above, that therefore the 
Lorp laid on him the iniquities of 
all the human race? Should a citi- 
zen of the United States, either 
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orally or by written circular, thus . 
address the people: Our Washing- 
ton, by incredible perils and unre- 
mitting perseverance, under the be- 
nign auspices of the God of battles, 
achieved our independence, rescued 
us from the grasp of tyranny, and 
secured for us all invaluable rights 
and privileges -—would it follow 
that every resident alien, although 
the bitterest enemy, was included 
in this general expression? Cer- 
tainly not. Such a conclusion would 
be utterly repugnant to every bear- 
ing of the matter, the manner, and 
the design of the address. ‘This 
would be, most illogically, drawing 
a general conclusion from particu- 
lar premises. Because God has laid 
on Jesus the iniquities of persons 
of a particular character, therefore 
he hath laid upon him the iniquities 
of all the human race, even those 
who shall continue to reject his 
righteousness and despise his good- 
ness. And in short, because all real 
penitents shall be healed, ergo, the 
most impenitent and ungodly shall 
also be healed! Wretched the ar- 
gument which leads to such re- 
sults! 

Another passage of scripture is 
adduced from 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. “ For 
the love of Christ constraineth us, 
judging this, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead. And that he 
died for all, that they that live, 
should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him that died 
for them and rose again.” Who- 
ever shall take the pains, carefull 
to consult the context, will find, 
that the apostle here apologizes, by 
very competent reasons, for his at- 
tachment to the Gentiles of the Co- 
rinthian church, for which he was 
censured by the Jewish zealots, v. 
12—16. A great proportion of the 
church at Corinth, were Gentiles, 
and, as such, obnoxious to the 
bigots of the circumcision. Paul, 
as the great apostle to the Gentiles, 
defends himself and magnifies his 
ministry, by demonstrating that 
they also were heirs to the same 
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gospel privileges; that the sacred 
flame of the Tove of Christ con- 
strained him to preach the gospel 
as well to the Gentiles as to the 
Jews. That he did this, under the 
conviction of a sound judgment, 
that if the only mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Jesus, 
died for all sorts of men, whether 
they be Jews or Gentiles; then it 
will plainly follow, that the Jew and 
the Gentile were, by nature, equally 
children of wrath, and end | in tres- 
passes and sins; so that the former 
can have no better claim, than the 
latter, to gospel privileges. 

Often we find the word all taken 
in this distributive sense, and in 
such circumstances as necessarily 
preclude its extension to every in- 
dividual. Rom. xiv. 2. One be- 
lieves he may eat all things.”? Sure- 
ly this cannot be understood uni- 
versally of every individual ! Again, 
(2 Kings viii. 9.) Hazael is said to 
have presented to Elisha “every 
good thing ;’? which can obviously 
bear none other than a distributive 
app plication, and even that in a mo- 
dified and comparatively limited 
sense. But it ought not to be over- 
looked, that there is no substantive 
expressed with the word all, in the 
passage under consideration. It is 
not even said for all men. Weare 
therefore at liberty to supply such 

a substantive, as the bearing and 
sense of the context and general 
analogy of faith may wasvant It 
might be all believers—all the elect 
—all the sons and daughters, whom 
he brings to glory. Neither would 
there be any inconsistency in sup- 
plying the expression, the sheep, of 
his fold; particularly, as our Lord 
himself had declared, “ I lay down 

life (I die) for the sheep.” 
T These Ra were not confined to 
the Jewish nation. “ Other sheep 
have I,” said our Lord, “ which are 
not of this fold. > These also must 
be brought in. In Christ Jesus, 
there are no distinctions. Agreea- 
bly hereto, the apostle in preaching 
the gospel, disavows all regard to 








pedigree or national privileges. 
Wherefore in the sixteenth verse 
he says, “Henceforth know we no 
man after the flesh.”” Jew and Gen- 
tile; circumcision and uncircum- 
cision; all nations, kindred and 
tongues; all ranks and conditions 
of men, are equally embraced by 
the benign and philanthropic sys- 
tem of vospel ¢ grace. 

Another text, which has been ra- 
ther unhappily pressed into the ser- 
vice of universalism, is the latter 
part of the 11th of the 4th chapter of 
the first epistle to Timothy: “ God, 
who is the saviour of all men, but 
especially of those that believe.” 
The words themselves contain their 
limitation, and designate the parti- 
cularity of redem ption—* espec ially 
of those that believe.”? God is the 
saviour of all men, inasmuch as his 
providence is universal, and his 
kingdom ruleth over all. We will 
freely admit, that this providential 
salvation extendeth much farther, 
than the phraseology of this text 
would necessarily carry it. Ps. 
xxxvi. 6. “ Lord, thou preservest 
man and beast.’’ 

One other text, involving also a 
general term, shall close the examl- 
nation of the first class. Ist John, 
ii. 2. “ And he is the propitiation 
for our sins; and not for our sins 
only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.”? After we shall have 
examined this text, we believe that 
all others marked with the same or 
similar characters of universality, 
will, by the same rule and manner 
of interpretation, become suflicient- 
ly obvious. 

The term world has a variety ot 
meanings in scripture. Sometimes 
it signifies the universe. John i. 10. 
“'The world was made by him.” It 
sometimes signifies metonymically 
the whole human race. Rom. v. 12. 
« Sin entered into the world,” 1. e. 
was chargeable to all mankind. In 
John xv. 18. it signifies the wicked 
of the world: “If the world hate 
you.” Again, it is put for the elect, 
John iii. "16. «God so loved the 
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world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten son,” &c. Sometimes also this 
term means the Gentiles. Rom. x1. 
12. “If the fall of them (the Jews) 
be the riches of the world ;”’ that is, 
if the fall of the Jews be the occa- 
sion of an abundant exhibition of 
grace in the call of the Gentile 
world. 

We have already stated, that the 
phrases all the world, and the whole 
world, are frequently taken in a 
very circumscribed and restricted 
sense. For example, Luke un. 1. 
‘“ There went out a decree from 
Cesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed.”’? This could mean 
nothing more than the Roman em- 

ire. In Rev. xii. 3. we are told 
that “all the world wondered after 
the beast,’’ while at the same time, 
there was a society of men, with 
whom this same beast and his de- 
luded votaries had waged a war of 
extermination. But in the case un- 
der consideration, we have the ex- 
tent of the meaning of the word 
world, rendered sufficiently defi- 
nite, by the phraseology of the con - 
text in the preceding verse. “We 
have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous: and he 
is the propitiation for our sins.” 
Now, as the advocacy is founded on 
the propitiation, it would be absurd 
to suppose that the former should 
be less extensive than the latter. 
But the advocacy does not extend 
to all men. re xvi. 9. Jesus 
says, “I pray not for the world.” 
How then should the propitiation 
be for the whole world, in its abso- 
lute and unmodified acceptation ? 
But the plain and obvious meaning 
of the text may be clearly ascertain- 
ed, by attending to the following cir- 
cumstances. ‘The apostle John was a 
Jew, and writes to Jews. Agreeably 
to the usual manner of speech among 
the Jews, in reference to the Gen- 
tiles, he distinguishes them by the 
customary designations. He there- 
fore says of our Lord, “ He is the 
“agenogpenm for our sins; and not 


or our sins only, but also for the 








sins of the whole world;’’ 1. e. of 
the Gentiles also. This phraseolo- 
gv and its correct application, were 
perfectly familiar to a Jew, and 
could not be misunderstood; viz. 
that Jesus is the only saviour of all 
the elect of God, deomighnit the 
whole world, whether they be Jews 
or Gentiles. Any farther extension 
of its application is inconsistent 
with the general analogy of scrip- 
ture. Ss. B. W. 


(To be continued.) 





FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 
ON BRINGING BIBLES TO CHURCH. 


Protestant Christians generally 
profess to esteem it one of the great- 
est blessings of the reformation, that 
they are permitted the use of the 
holy scriptures, and allowed to try 
the doctrines of their teachers by 
that infallible rule. But were we 
to judge of their sentiments by the 
manner in which they employ this 
privilege, we should be apt to con- 
clude that they do not really value 
it so highly as they pretend. For, 
from the manner in which they pro- 
ceed in regard to the use of the Bi- 
ble, we should infer that they either 
now repose implicit confidence in 
the fidelity of their public instruc- 
ters, or that they do not consider it 
a matter worthy of their attention 
to know whether the texts from 
which their preachers address them 
be in the sacred volume or not. 

We are led to this conclusion 
from the scarcity of Bibles which 
appears in our churches on Sabbath. 
If Christians of the Presbyterian de- 
nomination bring to church a psalm 
book, they seem to think that they 
have along with them the only book 
that is hecessary in the public wor- 
ship of the sanctuary. ‘They ima- 
gine, or at least appear to imagine, 
that the large Bible from which the 
clergyman reads his text, is the only 
Bible that is required in the house 
of God. Hence, we believe, that 
clergymen might, in many instances, 
read their texts from the apocrypha, 
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talmud, or aleoran—did they only 

seem to read them from a large 

book, marked on the back, Holy 

Bible—without being detected by | 
many of their hearers. But this 

could not be done without detec- 

tion, did all, who are able to read, 

bring Bibles to church, and examine 

the text when the preacher an- 

nounces it to the congregation. 

Were this practice pursued, it 
might be the means perhaps of re- 
storing that useful method of in- 
struction called lecturing, which, 
we are sorry to observe, has become 
in our churches almost entirely ob- 
solete. This plan of expounding the 
scriptures has, in these days, we un- 
derstand, become rather unpopular ; 
and therefore preachers, conform- 
ing perhaps too much to the fashion 
of the times, have deemed it pru- 
dent to lay it aside. On the hearers 
then the restoration of this excellent 
method of teaching biblical religion, 
must be considered as in a great 
measure depending. If they will 
be so condescending therefore as 
to bring their Bibles with them to 
church, and request those who pre- 
side over them in holy things, to ex- 
plain to them, in their discourses, 
more fully than they now do, the 
sacred oracles of truth, the clergy 
would no doubt rejoice to unfold 
to them those invaluable treasures 
which these sacred oracles contain. 
This practice, we are certain, if 
wisely pursued, would have the hap- 
piest tendency, under the blessing 
of God, to diffuse throughout our 
churches the light of heavenly wis- 
dom. 

A great many of those who at- 
tend upon public worship in our 
churches, have not time, on account 
of their other pressing avocations, 
to study the sacred volume tlosely. 
If they read it at all, they read it 
over in haste, and carelessly; and 
often do not, in consequence, un- 
derstand very well what they read. 
Hence the great necessity of adopt- 
ing some method of rendering such 
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persons acquainted with the sacred 
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contents of God’s holy word. To 
accomplish this was one great ob- 
ject which Jesus Christ had in view 
in appointing a standing ministry 
in his church. ‘To the poor the Sa- 
viour himself preached the gospel— 
and he certainly intended that this 
useful class of our fellow creatures 
should be countenanced and in- 
structed by his succeeding apostles 
and ministers. 

To the poor then the gospel is not 
preached, when clergymen deliver 
to their people only elegant and ela- 
borate harangues—in which perhaps — 
the poor feel but little interest— 
and neglect to unfold to them, in 
plain and simple language, the edi- 
fying doctrines and precepts of the 
volume of revelation. The manner, 
therefore, pursued at present, by 
many pastors, may gratify some of 
their hearers: but it must have a 
tendency to leave the major part of 
them in ignorance respecting the 
truths of that word which was given 
to man, “to be a light to his feet 
and a lamp to his path.” 

Is it not then the duty of all in- 
fluential characters, in the Presby- 
terian church, to endeavour by their 
example and authority to bring again 
into fashion the now obsolete prac- 
tice of publicly expounding the 
scriptures? We are certain that all, 
who are really friendly to the diffu- 
sion of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
will strive to restore this practice. 
All those then who wish the prac- 
tice of judicious lecturing* restored, 
should encourage their clergymen 
to the adoption of it by bringing 
their Bibles to church, and thus in- 
dicating a thirst after the know- 
ledge of divine things. If those of 
influence would thus show a desire 





* By judicious lecturing we mean, not 
that the clergyman, who lectures, should 
endeavour to obtain among his hearers 
the name of learned, by continually find- 
ing fault with our English translation of 
the scriptures; but should simply aim, 
without shaking their confidence in their 
English Bibles, to open up to the view of 
his people the treasures of divine wisdom 
which the scriptures contain. 
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to have the doctrines of the gospel 
explained and enforced, we have no 
doubt but that this method of in- 
struction would become, in our 
churches, fashionable; and_ that 
much valuable information would, 
in consequence, by judicious di- 
vines, be communicated to their 
hearers—which they have no op- 
portunity of doing at present, on 
account of the sermonizing system 
that is pursued. 

Were this practice of lecturing 
then restored, it might, under Pro- 
vidence, by diffusing among the peo- 
ple the pure doctrines of unadulte- 
rated truth, be the means of pre- 
venting, in a great measure, the 
dissemination of noxious errors. 
For, by lecturing, both preachers 
and people would naturally become 
better acquainted with the contents 
of the sacred volume, and would, in 
consequence, be less apt, than they 
now are, to embrace those specious 
human inventions which many the- 
ological system-makers have substi- 
tuted for the more simple and, per- 
haps to some, less attractive doc- 
trines of Christianity. For we find 
that wherever the true doctrines of 
the Bible are well understood and 
taught, there, the progress of theo- 
logical error is slow. But, on the 
contrary, where the Bible is little 
read and little studied, there we 
find that errors and corruptions 
grow rapidly and take deep and 
permanent root. It was during the 
concealment of the sacred volume, 
that Roman Catholic errors and su- 
yerstitions spread so widely and 
took such a firm hold of the hearts 
and consciences of men. What has 
happened may yet happen—and 
should the Bible be voluntarily re- 
linquished by Protestant Christians, 
the same effect may be now expe- 
rienced in regard to the propaga- 
tion of error, which was felt by man- 
kind when the perusal of the Bible 
was denied to them by a crafty and 
corrupt priesthood. Should not 
this consideration, therefore, prompt 
Protestant Christians of every deno- 
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mination to promote as much as in- 
their power the public reading and 
expounding of the scriptures? Let 
us not then, in these days of light, 
through carelessness, with the Bible 
in our hand, permit errors and cor- 
ruptions to spread their baneful in- 
fluence among us. Let the Pres- 
byterians of these days especially 
imitate their worthy ancestors, by 
bringing along with them their Bi- 
bles with their psalm books to 
church—that they may show there- 
by that they really have a wish to 
know the mind of God—and to learn 
whether their preachers do truly and 
faithfully speak according to the 
oracles of truth. Let them request 
their pastors to explain those parts 
of the Bible which may appear to 
their minds dark—that they may be 
enabled to obtain clear and distinct 
views of God’s revealed will—and 
be aided, in consequence, in culti- 
vating that faith and practising those 
duties which God commands them 
to cultivate and to practise. 

T. G. M‘l. 





FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 
ON THE NATURE OF SIN. 


In the essay on the nature of vir- 
tue in your last number, we at- 
tempted to show that all virtue or 
holiness, cannot be resolved into 
any one class of exercises, or dis- 
position of mind ; and in et a 
that the theory which makes all ho- 
liness to consist in disinterested be- 
nevolence, or as it is sometimes ex- 

ressed, in love to being in general, 
is entirely destitute of foundation. 

It is a part of the same system of 
opinions, that all sin consists in 
self-love. This is a natural conse- 
quence of the doctrine, that all vir- 
tue consists in love to universal be- 
ing. If, therefore, the latter opinion 
has been proved to be erroneous, 
the former will, perhaps, be aban- 
doned without much reluctance. 

Self-love and selfishness, though 
sometimes confounded, ought to be 
distinguished from each other. Self- 
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love is a desire of life and happi- 
ness, and a regard for our own good 
qualities and actions. 

Like every other principle of our 
nature, when exercised in subordi- 
nation to the divine glory, and in 
obedience to the divine a it is 
virtuous. It is an essential part of 
the human constitution. Indeed it 
is impossible for us to conceive of 
an intelligent being entirely divest- 
ed of it. Self-love is not in its own 
nature sinful. It exists in the angels 
in heaven, and in glorified spirits. 
It existed in Adam before the fall. 
But when it becomes inordinate; 
or when it seeks enjoyment in un- 
lawful objects, instead of seeking it 
in the great fountain of life and 
blessedness; or when it is permit- 
ted to supersede the operation of 
some other principle of action, re- 
quired by the divine law; it is then 
sinful, and is then properly called 
selfishness. 

Self-love, in those who are re- 
generated by the spirit of God, is 
not a principle radically different 
from self-love in those who are not 
regenerated. Itis the same great 
law of sensitive and rational nature 
in both. But in the former it has 
“received a new direction, and is 
exercised in a new manner.” It 
seeks gratification in knowing, serv- 
ing, and glorifying God ; and in the 
pursuit and enjoyment of those ob- 
jects which he has made lawful. It 
is restrained from inordinate indul- 
gence; nor is it permitted to super- 
sede those other affections and ex- 
ercises which God has enjoined. 

Selfishness is, therefore, merely 
the abuse of self-love, and ought not 
to be confounded with it. “ By 
selfishness,” says Dr. Scott, “I 
mean foolish, apostate, carnal self- 
love; and had Dr. Hopkins used 
this word only, my trouble would 
have been spared. But | contend, 
that love of one’s self even as one’s 
self, is not radically evil, but exist- 
ed in man as God at first made him ; 
as indeed it must in every creature, 
holy or unholy. It is the mere ap- 
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petite for happiness, and no more 
morally good or evil than hunger or 
thirst, or any other natural appe- 
tite; but it becomes holy or unholy 
according as it seeks its gratifica- 
tion in knowing, loving, pioritying, 
and enjoying God, and in doing 
good; or in obtaining and enjoying 
the creature.” 

Writers, not unfrequently, amuse 
themselves and their readers, by 
employing words, which have no 
definite signification. That every 
man loves himself, desires his own 
happiness, and seeks what he sup- 
poses will promote it, are traths 
perfectly plain to every one. But 
those who employ such language as 
the following; that the sinner loves 
himself because he is himself; and 
that the saint loves himself because 
the good of the whole requires that 
he should love himself, as a part of 
universal being ; do not seem to ex- 
press any thing that is rational or 
intelligible. Self-love, as alread 
remarked, is an original, and ulti- 
mate law of our nature. It discovers 
itself as a powerful principle of 
action when our faculties are first 
called into exercise. 

It consequently cannot be the et- 
fect of reasoning or reflection ; nor 
can it receive any modification from 
abstract speculations upon the pro- 
priety, in the nature and fitness of 
things, of a person’s loving himself, 
either as himself, or as a part of be- 
ing in general. To a specula- 
tions, the far greater part of man- 
kind are utterly incompetent; but 
all men love themselves. The fact 
is, no previous considerations are 
requisite to induce men to love 
themselves; or to show the reason- 
ableness of exercising this affection. 
All men are compelled to love them- 
selves by the constitution of their 
nature. This isan ultimate fact of 
which no further explanation can be 

iven. 

« Dr. Hopkins’ distinction,” re 
marks the learned and grave author 
already quoted, “between loving 
self as self, and the love of our. 
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selves, is too nice for my dull facul- 
ties. In short, I cannot but think 
after all, that we ought to love our- 
selves as ourselves, and [ can form 
no idea of any other way of loving 
ourselves.” 

We sometimes meet with theories 
which bear the aspect of novelty and 
paradox ; but when we examine them 
more closely, we find that nothing 
is intended, different from the com- 
mon apprehensions of mankind. 
The whole singularity consists in a 
gross abuse of language. 

It was a favourite doctrine of Mr. 
Hume, that reason should in all 
eases be subservient to the passions. 
This would no doubt appear to be a 
very pernicious opinion. But when 
we inguire into the meaning which 
he attaches to reason and passion, 
the greater part of his singularity 
is found to consist in a departure 
from the common meaning of those 
words. For, under the word pas- 
sion he includes the most important 
part of what has, in all languages, 
been denominated reason; and he 
makes, the least important part of 
reason to be the whole; and by this 
unwarrantable liberty in the use of 
language, he is enabled to bestow 
some degree of plausibility on his 
novel paradox. 

We have reason to believe, that 
many who strenuously contend that 
all sin consists in self-love or self- 
ishness, using these words as of the 
same signification, in reality mean 
nothing different from the common 
opinions of men. One writer at- 
tempts to convince us that self-love 
is the sum and essence of all sin. 
We reply, that the scriptures evi- 
dently make a distinction between 
sinful self-love, and the love of the 
world; and that this distinction is 
plainly recognised in the common 
language and opinions of men, and 
even by our own consciousness. Oh, 
you mistake my meaning, says he, 
“ When I adie | of supreme love to 
the world, | mean nothing different 
from supreme self-love.”’ Do you 
not indeed? If this be your mean- 
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ing there is no dispute between us. 
But what becomes of your impor- 
tant discovery? You take the liber- 
ty of departing from the common 
and established meaning of words, 
and then you advance what appears 
to be a most absurd paradox, whilst 
in fact you mean nothing different 
from the common notions of man- 
kind. 

Suppose a person should eagerly 
contend that a part is equal to the 
whole; every one, who heard the 
assertion, would tell him that it was 
absurd, and contradictory to the 
primary laws of human belief. You 
misinterpret my meaning, he cries, 
I wish you to understand that by 
the whole I mean nothing different 
from a part. 

The two cases are parallel. There 
is nothing new or remarkable in 
either, except a gross abuse of lan- 
guage. With such persons, the de- 
claration that all sin consists in 
self-love amounts to nothing. They 
are determined, at all events, to ex- 
tend the meaning of the word until 
it includes all sins whatever; and 
then they gravely advance it asa 
very important truth, that all sin 
consists in self-love. 

There are others, however, who 
adopt that mode of speaking, which 
we are at present considering ; 
whose peculiarity cannot be re- 
solved into a mere unusual and ar- 
bitrary signification of words. 

These writers, using the words 
self-love and selfishness as synony- 
mous; and defining self-love to be 
‘an ultimate and chief regard to 
one’s own private personal happi- 
ness,” display the utmost zeal and 
ingenuity in attempting to prove, 
that self-love is the sum and essence 
of all sin. 

Without entering into a detailed 
examination of this theory, the fol- 
lowing arguments are believed to be 
sufficient to prove it inconsistent 
with the most unquestionable truths. 

1. It is inconsistent with the doc- 
trine of natural depravity, as held 
by the church of God in all ages. 
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That infants are the subjects of 
moral depravity, is taught, in the 
most ample manner, in “the scrip- 
tures ; and will not be called in 
question by those, whose opinion 
we are considering. But in what, 
we would ask, does their depravity 
consist? Does it consist in selfish 
exercises of the will, in the view of 
motives? Or does it consist ina 
corrupt nature distinct from moral 
acts, and prior to them? ‘The for- 
mer cannot be asserted without the 
most evident absurdity—without 
doing violence to the very first prin- 
ciples of reason. It is a primary 
dictate of the human understand- 
ing, that infants are not capable of 
moral action; are not capable of 
moral exercises, either of self-love 
or of benevolence. It follows, there- 
fore, as a necessary consequence, 
that all sin is not comprehended i in 
self-love. 

2. ‘The divine law requires per- 
fect conformity to all its precepts, 
and condemns ev ery degree of im- 
perfection, and every omission of 
duty, no less than positive trans- 
gression. 

Men are required to possess the 
knowledge, and the fear of God; to 
exercise faith, : and repentance, andl 
love; and are pronounced g cuilty not 
only on account of positive acts of 
wickedness, but also on account of 
the want of those principles, and 
exercises, which the law _em 

Accordingly divines, and Chris- 
tians, have generally held, that “sin 
is any want of conformity unto, or 
transgression of, the law of God.” 

By “what efforts of ingenuity, then, 

can the mere want of conformity to 
the divine law; or the imperfection 
incident to the best of men, in the 
performance of duty, be identified 
with “ positively selfish exercises ?”’ 
In fact, no ingenuity can render 
such a statement even plausible ; 


and consequently “ self-love’”’ does 
not constitute “ the sum of wicked- 
ness.”’ 

3. If it were true that “all sin 


consists in selfishness,’ might we 
Vou. I. 
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not naturally expect that no dis- 
position or action would be pro- 
nounced sinful, except on account 
of the selfishness which it disco- 
vers; and one action would be pro- 
nounced more sinful than another, 
for no other reason than because it 
discovers more selfishness? This 
undoubtedly would be the natural 
consequence. Our moral judgment 
would condemn no exercises of 
mind, except those which appeared 
to us, to be selfish; and the sinful- 
ness of different exercises, would 
be estimated by the proportion, and 
intensity of selfish feeling, which 
appeared to be involved in ‘them. 

But does this representation cor- 
respond with fact? Do we pro- 
nounce wanton acts of malice, ma- 
lignity, and cruelty towards men; 
or profaneness, and blasphemy 
against God, to be more dreadful 
wickedness, than intemperance, 
theft, and other crimes, in which 
private interest is manifest, merely 
because the former display a great- 
er degree of selfishness than the lat- 
ter? This cannot be asserted with- 
out contradicting the clearest dic- 
tates of our minds. 

We may illustrate the argument 
by the following example. In the 
capture of a city, a a soldier of the 
victorious army is beheld, apart 
from the immediate scene of danger, 
anxiously solicitous for his own 
safety, and diligently employed in 
collecting whatever he supposes 
will contribute to his personal gra- 
tification ; on the contrary, another 
soldier is beheld in the midst of 
the greatest ca rnage, and confusion 3 
alike regardless of his own satety, 
and the rich spoils around him; in- 
tent upon nothing, but a savage, and 
promiscuous slaughter of the j inno- 
cent, and defenceless inhabitants. 

Every person, without a moments 
hesitation,:- would declare the for- 
mer to be the most selfish, but the 
latter incomparably the most wick- 
ed. 

From these instances it appears, 
that when we judge whether any 
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act is sinful or not, and also when 
we estimate the comparative ma- 
lignity of different sinful acts, we 
unavoidably take into the account 
many dispositions of mind, which 
are distinct from selfishness. 

4. A correct analysis of the ac- 
tive principles of our nature, fur- 
nishes the most conclusive evidence 
that selfishness does not constitute 
ithe sum and essence of all sin.* 

The original and ultimate princi- 
ples of human action are numerous, 
more numerous, perhaps, than they 


are generally supposed to be. Some. 


of them may be called selfish, using 
the word in a favourable sense, be- 
cause their ultimate object is our 
own happiness. 

Some may be called social or be- 
nevolent, because their ultimate ob- 


ject is the happiness of others; and 


some, again, are neither sélGiah nor 
benevolent ; their ultimate object is 
neither our own happiness, nor the 
happiness of others; but something 
else, which is naturally agreeable 
to us. 

Of this last kind, the desires of 
esteem, of knowledge, of power, and 
of liberty, are remar rkable examples. 
These desires, together with the 
different benevolent affections, are 
primary and ultimate principles of 
our constitution; they are coeval 
with the first development of our 
intellectual and active powers, and 
cannot with any plausibility be de- 
duced from any one principle of ac- 
tion ; much less can they be deduced 
Seow: mere self-love. 

When, however, they are direct- 
ed to improper objects; or when 
they are indulged beyond the pre- 
scribed limits, “they become sinful, 
no less than self-love becomes sin- 
ful, when it degenerates into mere 
selfishness. 

Some, indeed, have supposed that 
esteem, and knowledge, &c. are not 
desired for their own sake; but 
merely as means to an end; as in- 





* See Reid on the Principles of Ac- 
tion. 
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struments to promote our happi-- 
ness, by gratifying some original 
princi yle of our nature. But when 
we re > ill that men often sacrifice 
all the pleasures of life, and even 
life itself, for the sake of gaining the 
esteem and applause of their fellow 

creatures; and sometimes, also, for 

the sake of knowledge ; we shall be 
convinced, that they are not in all 

cases regarded as instruments to 
promote our happiness. [tis a pal- 
pable absurdity to imagine, that any 
person should sacrifice his happi- 
ness to gain the esteem of men, if 
the latter is desirable solely as a 
means to acquire the former. In- 
deed, the single consideration that 
the praise of men contributes to our 
enjoyment, is a sufficient proof, that 
the former is in itself previously 
desirable. 

Many seek posthumous fame at 

the expense of present and future 
happiness ; by pursuing a course of 
conduct in direct opposition to the 
law of God. ‘The passion for mili- 
tary glory is sometimes so strong as 
to prompt the soldier, voluntarily, 

to engage in an enterprise, which 
he knows will end his life ; without 
being the least influenced by ss pri- 
vate “personal happiness,” either in 

this world or in the world to come. 

Many other examples might be 
given; but these are suflicient to 
shen, that the desire of esteem is 
an original principle of action, dis- 
tinct from self-love; when, there- 
fore, itis exercised contrary to the 
law of God, which is very often the 
case, it is sinful, and consequently 

ail sin cannot, with any propriety, 

be said to consist in self-love. 

When we desire knowledge for 

the sake of promoting our own pri- 
vate happiness, we are influenced 
by self-love; when we desire it for 
the sake of promoting the happiness 
of others, we are influenced by be- 
nevolence; when we desire it for 
the sake of gaining literary reputa- 
tion, we are then influenced by a 
desire of esteem; but when we de- 
sire it for its own sake, which alone 
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can with strict propriety be called 
the desire of knowledge, we are in- 
fluenced neither by self-love nor by 
benevolence: it is then properly 
denominated an original and ulti- 
mate principle of action, of which 
no other account can be given than 
that such is the constitution of our 
nature. It is, however, in this pro- 
per sense of the words, that the de- 
sire of knowledge most commonly 
becomes irregular, excessive, and 
sinful. 

The observations which have been 
made with respect to the love of 
esteem, and of knowledge, are for 
the most part, applicable to the love 
of power, the love of liberty, &c.; 
they are all primary principles of 
human action ; when influenced and 
directed by the divine law, and in 
subordination to the divine glory, 
they are virtuous, otherwise they 
are sinful, no less than the unlawful 
indulgence of self-love. 

T he love of money sometimes be- 
comes a principle of action: it is so 
in the miser: he loves money for its 
own sake, and not on account of its 
furnishing him with the means of 
enjoyment. ‘This we believe is 
universally acknowledged. Misers 
have been known to deprive them- 
selves of all the enjoyments, and 
not unfrequently of even the neces- 
saries of life. It must indeed be 
admitted that such persons are 
sometimes considered as extremely 
selfish. This results from the fact, 
that the temper of the miser, is, in 
agreat measure, incompatible with 
the exercise of those dispositions, 
which have a tendency to promote 
the happiness of others. He is 
therefore pronounced entirely self- 
ish. But this mode of speaking is 
manifestly improper; because al- 
though nearly destitute of the social 
affections, he yet loves his money, 
without any immediate views of pri- 
vate interest. So far, therefore, as 
he loves money for its own sake, he 
is entirely free from that disposition 
which can with propriety be called 
selfishness. 








How this sordid and unnatural 
passion is acquired, is of no impor- 
tance in the present argument; it 
will be sufficient for our purpose, if 
it be admitted, that the love of mo- 
ney may exist, distinct from “a re 
gard to private personal happiness:”’ 
for as the love of money is declared 
by the apostle to be the root of all 
evil, it follows, unavoidably, that 
the assertion is very far from being 
true, that “ self- love’ is the essence 
or root of every sin.” 

That all sin does not consist in 
selfishness, may be proved in the 
most satisfactory manner from the 
operations of conscience. All men, 
who enjoy the exercise of reason, 
have a sense of moral obligation ; 
they perceive themselves bound to 
perform some actions, and to avoid 
others, independently of any con- 
siderations of private interest. The 
moral judgments of their minds are 
often exceedingly erroneous and 
perverted; but “they continue, not- 
withstanding, to exercise a com- 
manding influence over many of 
their most important actions. 

A mistaken sense of duty has 
prompted men to the perpetration 
of some of the greatest crimes, 
which appear in the annals of his- 
tory. “I verily thought with m 
self,’ says the apostle Paul, “ that 
I ought to do many things contrary 
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” 

In speaking of the Hindoos, Mr. 
Ward, a missionary to India, re- 
marked, that they did indeed pos- 
sess a conscience; but this, instead 
of promoting their conversion, ra- 
ther contributed, on account of its 
blindness, and depravity, to keep 
them bound in the chains of Satan ; 
and to urge them to the practice of 
the ovossest superstition, and idola- 
try. ' 

As therefore it would be a mant- 
fest perversion of language, and 
an outrage upon common sense, to 
identity “conscience with self-love, 
it follows as a legitimate conse- 
quence, that self-love is not the 
sum of all wickedness. 
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We will now proceed to make a 
few remarks upon those affections, 
which are commonly called social, 
or benevolent; and it will not be 
difficult to prove, that their exercise 
is often sinful. 

The natural affections between 
parents and children, and between 
other near relations, ay be men- 
tioned in the first place; as they 
cannot with any plausibility, be 
supposed to originate in self-love. 
Many instances “night be mention- 
ed in which they are sinful; indeed 
they are sinful in every case, in 
which they are not exercised in sub- 
ordination to the love of God, and 
in conformity to his law. Hence 
our Saviour says, “he that loveth 
father or mother more than me, 
is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than 
me, 1s not worthy of me.” The 
same remarks may be made in re- 
gard to the love between the sexes: 
accordingly, Milton, who was well 
acquainted with human nature, 
makes the transgression of Adam to 
proceed from his love to Eve. 


* How can [ live without thee, how forego 

Thy sweet converse and love so dearly 
joined,— 

However I with thee have fix’d my lot 

Certain to undergo like doom; if death 

Consort with thee, death is to me as life.” 


Public spirit, or a love to the com- 
munity, or country, to which we be- 
long, is another social, and benevo- 
lent affection. W hether it is graft- 
ed upon other social affections, 
which regard a more limited range 
of objects, it will not be necessary 
to inquire; but that it is distinct 
from self-love, cannot be questioned. 

When directed by a due regard 
to the rights of others, it is eminent- 
ly virtuous, highly useful ; but, on 
the contrary, when it is permitted 
to deviate frum the laws of recti- 
tude, it becomes highly criminal, 
and is often the cause of the most 
bitter animosities, and desolating 
wars. 

Admiration for eminent endow- 
ments, and splendid achievements, 
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is a natural sentiment of the humair 
mind. But unfor tunately for the 
interest of virtue, and human hap- 

piness, men have too generally ad- 
mired and applauded, not those who 
are truly great and good, but the 

most pre-eminent in wickedness, 
and the destr oyers of their species. 
Hence it is, that the brilliant, but 
atrocious exploits of the militar 

conqueror, are celebrated in the 
most rapturous strains ; and the dis- 
mal deeds of an Alexander, and a 
Ceesar, instead of receiving univer- 
sal reprobation, have exalted them 
to the rank of heroes and demi-gods. 

That this foolish admiration is 
sinful, cannot be doubted; but how 
it can be resolved into mere self- 
love, into “an ultimate and chief 
regard to one’s own private personal] 
happiness,” we confess ourselves 
incapable of comprehending. 

We might proceed to show, that 
sin sometimes springs from the ir- 

recular exercise of other social af- 
fections; such as friendship, com- 
passion for the miserable, and grati- 
tude to benefactors :—It is thought, 
however, that enough has been said 
to render it ev ident that self-love, 
or selfishness, by no means consti- 
tutes the sum and essence of all sin. 

So far from believing that all sin 
consists in self-love, we think it 
might be shown with much more ap- 
pearance of truth, (although it would 
not be true) that all sin consists in 
the exercise of those desires and af- 
fections which cannot be deduced 
from self-love. The thoughts of the 
great majority of mankind, are al- 
most constantly occupied about ex- 
ternal objects ; and their desires and 
affections are strongly attached to 
them. 

There are some principles of hu- 
man nature so powerful, as not un- 
frequently, entirely to supersede 
the usual influence of self-love. 
Many examples of this might be 
mentioned. The sense of shame 
has prompted men to destroy their 
own lives; a man rather than see 
his beloved wife and children come 
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to poverty, has been known to do 
the same thing. The unsuccessful 
patriot prefers falling upon his own 
sword, to witnessing “the loss of his 
country’s liberty and glory. Inall 
these cases, 
which might be mentioned, we dis- 
eover in human nature, principles 


of moral action which completely | 
overcome the influence of self-love. | 


Not that self-love is extinguished, 
for this is impossible ; but its natural 
operation is counteracted by a more 
powerful principle. This is un- 
doubtedly the plain statement of 
the matter ; and as the exercise of 
these principles in the instances 
mentioned, constitutes the most 
dreadful wickedness, we are again 
led to the conclusion, that all sin 
does not consist in self-love. 

With respect to such phraseology 
as “disinterested love,’ “ disinter- 
ested benevolence,” “ disinterested 
affection,’”’ so frequently employed 
by some writers ; it may be observ- 
ed, that the epithet disinterested, 
adds nothing to what is expressed 
by the w ord love, and by the other 
words mentioned. The terms inter- 
ested, and disinterested, may be 
used in reference to the external 
profession of love; but to the inter- 
nal disposition of and itself, they 
cannot be applied, without an evi- 
dent impropriety. Circumstances 
intimately connected with our per- 
sonal happiness, may be the occa- 
sion of exciting or increasing our 
love; but whenever it exists, and as 
far as it prevails, it is disinterested 
of course. This is true, whether 
love be holy or unholy; the latter is 
often quite as distinct from any con- 
siderations of private advantage as 
the former. 

Such words, therefore, as selfish 
or interested, and disinterested, are 
properly applied in reference to 
those words and actions which are 
the usual indications of love; but 
when applied to the disposition of 
mind, they amount either to an im- 
plied contradiction, or to an un- 
meaning tautology. 


and in many more, | 











Dr. Barrow in one place advances 
a theory not much different from 
that which we have been consider- 
ing: “If we scan,” says he, “ the 
particular nature, and search into 
the original causes of the several 
kinds of naughty dispositions 1 in our 
souls, and of miscarriages in our 
lives, we shall find ‘nordinate self- 
love to be a main ingredient, and a 
common source of them all; so that 
a divine of great name had some 
reason to affir m—that original sin 
doth consist in self-love disposing 
us to all kinds of irregularity and 
excess.’ But in another, he s says, — 
“reason dictateth and prescribeth 
to us, that we should have a sober 
regard to our true good and welfare ; 
—a self-love working in prosecution 
of such things common sense can- 
not but allow and approve.” 

After quoting these passages, Mr. 

Stuart makes the following just re- 
eal “Of these two opposite and 
irreconcilable opinions, the latter is 
incomparably the least wide of the 
truth.’’* 

We cannot therefore avoid ex- 
pressing our extreme regret, that 
any should attempt to prove the to- 
tal depravity of all men by nature, 
by showing that they are the sub- 
jects of no moral exercises but those 
which are selfish. ‘This, we appre- 
hend, is a very slippery foundation, 
upon which to place a doctrine so 
important in the Christian religion ; 
and were it susc eptible of no other 
proof, we would reject it, from our 
creed, without hesitation. 

Mabyrzs. 


= 
FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 


ON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF 
CHILDREN. 


‘‘ The rod and reproof give wisdom : 
but a child left to himself bringeth his 
mother to shame.”—Proy. xxix. 15. 


There is no parental duty of more 
importance to be observed, than that 





* First Preliminary Dissertation, p. 112. 
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which relates to the religious in- 
struction of their children. The 
principles, which children imbibe in 
youth, are those which generally 
vive a direction to their combact 3 in 
maturer years. Hence in youth the 
features of character are almost in- 
variably laid—which riper age tends 
only more fully to develop. 

This then at once shows the ereat 
necessity that is laid upon parents 
to watch over the forming ideas of 
their tender offspring. If wrong im- 
pr essions be made at first upon toaie 
tender minds, it will be found a ver 
dificult task afterwards to efface 
them. Parents therefore should en- 
deavour by every proper means to 
instil into the minds of their chil- 
dren the pure doctrines and holy 
precepts of the religion of Jesus 

Christ. 

In order, however, to do this pro- 
perly and effectually, under the 
blessing of God, it will be incum- 
bent upon parents to set before 
their children a consistent godly 
example. Living example is more 
powerful than any doctrine which 
can be taught, or any precept which 

can be inculcated. When there- 
fore doctrine, precept and example 
are united, parents have certainly 
much better reason to expect in 
their children piety and virtue, than 
when they instruct without prac- 
tising themselves; or when they 
may ‘exemplify the doctrines of re- 
ligion in their own lives, without in- 
forming their children of the pre- 
cepts and doctrines, which ought 
also to influence their principles of 
action, and regulate the whole te- 
nor of their conduct. 

To give their children a habit of 
attending to the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of religion, parents should 
likewise be ‘careful to accustom 
them, as early as possible, to attend 

regularly in some place of public 
worship. The effect which the pub- 
lic exercises of God’s house often 
produce on the minds of children is 
very remarkable. The solemnity 
which obtains where the worship of 


On the Religious Education of Children. 
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God is properly conducted, must 
tend in no small degree to impress 
upon their tender minds the idea 
that the Supreme Being is an ob- 
ject worthy of the esteem, respect 
and veneration of his creatures. 

Family prayer, when properly 
practised, is also an excellent 
means, under the influence of God’s 
Spirit, for promoting in the minds 
of children a love for the doctrines 
and precepts of religion. By the 
stated performance of this duty i in 
a family, children are daily called 
on to contemplate their Father in 
heaven as their constant guide and 
benefactor. And must not this tend 
to beget in their bosoms love and 
oratitude to that being who daily 
sustains them, and supplies all their 
returning wants? This will also 
have no small tendency to teach 
them to respect parental authority, 
and will therefore naturally lead 
them to submit to those necessary 
and judicious restraints which that 
authority may impose upon their 
conduct. | 

‘Thus must parents proceed in re- 
spect to their children, if they 
would have them to walk in the 

ath of wisdom. ‘This path is nar- 
row, and therefore the greater care 
is necessary on the part of parents 
to use all proper endeavours to in- 
duce their offspring to enter upon 
it. The minds of youth ought to be 
well fortified with good doctrines 
and pious habits, to enable them to 
oppose those seducing attractions 
which vice dail presents to their 
view to entice them from the ser- 
vice of God. Should parents then 
endeavour “to train up their chil- 
dren in the way in which the 
should go,”’ they may have the hap- 
piness, “when about to leave this 
world themselves, of seeing them 
walking in the path of religion and 
virtue, and by their industry, honesty 
and integrity, securing the esteem 
and confidence of their fellow men; 
and, when this world and all things 
in it shall have past away, may have 
the cheering prospect of meeting 
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them in that happy region, where 
those pious friends, who have once 
been divided by death, shall meet to 
part no more. T. G. M‘I. 


BRIEF DISCOURSES—N0O. II. 
FROM THE REY. J. COPES. 


“ That they, without us, should net be 
made perfect”’ Hen. xi. 40. 


The vital union of the whole 
church, to the Mediator, and of all 
the members to each other, is a doc- 
trine plainly taught in the gospel. 

Without this union, there can be 
neither glory to God, nor salvation 
to man. «Tam the vine; ye are 
the branches. As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine: no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me.” Cut off 
the branch from the vine, and the 
consequence is the death of that 
branch. “If a man abide not in 
me, he is cast forth, as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather 
them, and cast them into the fire; 
and they are burned.” “If a man 
love not his brother, whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God, whom 
he hath not seen?” “We know 
that we have passed from death 
unto life; because we love the bre- 
thren.” “By this shall all men 
know, that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love, one to another.” 

To form and sustain this union, 
is the great design of our Lord Je- 
sus C hrist, in the work of redemp- 
tion. “ That they all may be one; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee; that they also may be one in 
us.”’ ; 1 

To destroy and sever this union, 
is the mighty design of satan. For 
this, he persuaded Eve, that God 
had dealt unkindly with man, in 
forbidding him the fruit of a good 
tree. For this, he instigated Cain 
to hate and kill his brother. Abra- 
ham and Lot must differ, through 
their servants. Judah must vex 
Ephraim ; and Ephraim must envy 
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Judah. Errors and heresies must 
prevail in the church ; and even the 
dear children of God, Paul and Si- 
las, must contend with each other. 
Acts. xv. 39. 

To show the importance and ex- 
tent of this holy union, was the de- 
sign of the apostle, in this chapter. 
He proves, that the same faith, 
wrought in Abed, Enoch, and Noah, 
which afterwards wrought in Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob: and that 
Moses, and all the patriarchs and 
prophets, laboured and suffered un- 
der the ancient dispensation, by the 
same grace ; and with respect to the 
same Redeemer. For Moses es- 
teemed the reproach of Christ, 
greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt. 

And all the holy martyrs of fol- 
lowing ages, in the same faith, look- 
ing to the same Mediator, “ sub- 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteous- 
ness, obtained promises, “stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword; out of weakness, 
were made strong, waxed valiant 
in fight, and turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens.’’ And now, 
he represents the saints in glory, 
like a “great cloud of w itnesses,’ ? 
surr ounding every believer, and 
calling to him, « Lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that doth most 
easily beset you; and run with pa- 
tience the race set before you: 
looking to Jesus, who was the au- 
thor, and will be the finisher of 
your faith.” 

The peculiar nature of this union, 
its evidence, and its consolation, 
will form the method of this dis- 
course. 

1. The peculiar nature of this 
union, is the first and most import- 
ant part of this subject. Nothing 


in the whole circle of revealed reli- 
gion, has been more misunderstood 
or abused. By many, it has been 
esteemed the effect of retirement 
and meditation; and that after a 
certain course af bodily mortifica- 








| tion, the divine nature would con- 
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descend to dwell in the body, and 
possess the soul. Hence divine 
converse and extraordinary visions 
have been imagined, and confident- 
ly asserted; and hence fearful de- 

lusions hain arisen. Others have 

imagined, that this union took 
place, in consequence of a public 
profession of the true religion ; and 
that it is the voluntary act of the 
professor. On this account, the per- 
son 1s numbered with the visible 
church, and has the name of Christ 
put on him. He declares himself a 
disciple or follower of Christ; and 
for his sake, breaks away rae the 
world; and, therefore, (sod will re- 
ceive him into union and fellowship 
with himself through Christ. But 
whenever this holy union is consi- 
dered as the work of man, he will 
be proud of his work; and say, like 


Nebuchadnezzar, “ Behold — great 
Babylon, that [ have built.”” “To 


the law and to the testimony. - 
they speak not according to this 
word, there is no light in them.” 

Can the branch unite itself with the 


vine? Can the member unite itself 


with the body Just as well might 
the dead sinner unite himself with 
a living Saviour. And yet he is 
bound to the utmost activity ; not 
in joining himself to Christ, “but in 
seeking and obtaining the almighty 
agency of the Holy Spirit promised 
in the scriptures, to perform that 
elorious work for him. And seeing 
this mighty promise is free, without 
money, “and without price, all who 
neglect it, and attempt this great 
work in their own strer neth, are 
justly rejected. 
~ Let us then show the peculiar na- 
ture of this holy union. It is a cove- 
nant union. In the covenant of re- 
demption, Jesus Christ was chosen, 
as the Mediator and covenant head 
of all his people. Isa. xln. 1. “ Be- 
hold my servant, whom [ uphold, 
mine elect, in whom my soul de- 
lighteth. I have put my Spirit upon 
him; and he shall bring forth judg- 
ment to the Gentiles.” “Tle 
given, to be head over all things to 
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the church.”’ Eph. 1. “ And all 
his people are chosen in hin, be- 
fore the foundation of the world,”’ 
ver. 4, 5, 6. The end and design of 
this choice is, “ that they should be 
holy, and without blame, before him 
in love.”” This is the deep founda- 
tion, which God has laid in Zion, 
for the establishment of this holy 
union. In the fulness of time, this 
glorious covenant head, and Re- 
deemer, was sent forth, and came 
into thé world, “ made of a woman, 
made under the law; that he might 
redeem them that were under the 
law.”’ He then laid down his life 
for his sheep, both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles. They were then his, by ac- 
tual purchase, as they always were 
by covenant. He not only pur- 
chased them, but he pr ocured the 
Holy Spirit for them. “The Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my 
name ; he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remem- 
brance.”” By the ¢ agency of this di- 
vine Spirit, this union embraces the 
persons designed in the covenant. 
They are effectually convinced of 
sin, of righteousness and judgment. 

They see the fulness and fitness 
of Christ; and they feel his Holy 
Spirit, leading them in the footsteps 
of his flock. They then desire to 
set their seal to the holy covenant. 
They earnestly inquire, “ what shall 
I render unto the Lord 2” and the 
Holy Spirit answers, “I beseech 
you brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies, 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.” ‘They answer, “I will 
take the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord; I will 
pay my vows unto the Lord, now, 
in the presence of all his people.” 
The holy covenant is then closed. 
The internal work is wrought by 
the Holy Spirit, in fulfilment of the 
covenant of redemption; and the 
willing acceptance of the believer 
is the consequence. ‘The public 


OOD 


cd ne 


confession of his Redeemer, is a‘ 











AY, 


all 
be- 
d,’’ 


. of 


1m 








1821. Brief Discourses—No. II. 217 


once his duty and his privilege; 
and he accounts it greater honour 
and happiness, to be united to 
Christ, and to God in him by this 
everlasting covenant, than to have 
the treasures of Egypt poured down 
at his feet. The same faith, and the 
same obedience, which unite him 
to Christ, unite him also to his peo- 
ple. The same bond which binds 
the members to the head, binds 
them to each other. And as our 
own hearts are weak and deceitful; 
and we can know them only by their 
habitual desire of Christ, and sub- 
mission to his service; so we know 
fellow members, by the same rule. 
Not every one that saith “ Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of God: but he that doeth the will of 
his heavenly Father.”’ Those there- 
fore who openly confess Christ, are 
to be esteemed his members, and 
covenant people. With these, the 
sacred bond of the covenant re- 
mains unbroken, so long as they 
walk worthy of their holy vocation. 
Such is the nature of this holy 
union. 

2. We now consider the proof 
of it. 

This evidence must be fourfold. 
It must be proved at the bar of con- 
science. That man, who never 
doubted concerning himself, is to 
be suspected. If he never had an 
anxious misgiving thoughts, that 
possibly, after he had preached to 
others, he should himself be a cast- 
away, he has never yet felt the 
Christian warfare. My spirit made 
diligent search, says the Psalmist ; 
and still he implores the divine 
scrutiny. ‘ Search me, O God, and 
know my thoughts; try me, and 
know my thoughts, and see if there 
be any wicked way in me; and lead 
me in the way everlasting.” He 
watches the workings of his heart 
in prosperity and adversity. “ Will 
the hypocrite always call upon 
God?” When wealth and friends, 
and success and health, are all 
surrounding him, is the heart still 
humble? Does it breathe out its af- 

Vou. I. 











fectionate acknowledgments? “I 
am not worthy of the least of all 
the mercies, and of all the truth 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant.” 

_And when relations and posses- 
sions are swept away in a mo- 
ment, and tokens of divine displea- 
sure pass over, like the billows of 
the raging ocean; then does the 
heart fall prostrate before a sove- 
reign God, and say, “'The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away: blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” These are evidences, by 
which this holy union may be 
proved at the bar of conscience. It 
must be proved also, before the 
world. Let not the people of God 
imagine, that they may bury their 
talent in the earth. They must an- 
swer for its increase. “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glo- 
rify your Father who is in hea- 
ven.” Yet in this exhibition of evi- 
dence to the world, all ostentation 
and will-worship, are to be avoid- 
ed. “In vam do they worship me, 
teaching for doctrine, the command- 
ments of men.”? Mat. xv.9. The 
path of duty marked in the oracles 
of God, is the only way, in which 
this holy union can be manifested 
to the world. The careful sancti- 
fication of the Sabbath; the con- 
stant and devout attendance on the 
public ordinances ; and a watchful 
conversation among men, will com- 
pel them, to take knowledge of the 
disciples, that they have been with 
Jesus. This sacred bond of union, 
must be proved also, to the church 
of God. As every member receives 
comfort and protection from the 
rest, in the natural bedy; so in the 
spiritual body, “if one member re- 
joices, all the members rejoice with 
it: and if one member suffers, all 
the members suffer with it. The 
reproaches and distresses of the 
church, and of every member of it, 
will excite sympathy and exertion 
for their relief. “If I forget thee. 
O Jerusalem, let my right hand for- 
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get her cunning. If I do not re- 
mamber thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth : if I pre- 
fer not Jerusalem above my chief 
joy.” Psalm cxxxvu. 5,6. Toward 
the ko and every member of 
it, the greatest tenderness, forbear- 
ance, and compassion ; the most ge- 
nerous self-denial, and suffering bor 
their sake, are the: proper evidences 
of this holy union. ‘“ Therefore 
{ endure all things, for the elect’s 
sake; that they may obtain the sal- 
vation which is in Christ Jesus, 
with eternal glory. > 2 Tim. ii. 10. 
But this holy union, must finally be 
proved at the judgment seat. “ For 
God will judge the world in right- 
eousness.”’ Acts, xvil. 31 It will 
then be declared to all the world, 
that the salvation of the saints, is 
an act not only of grace, but of 
strict justice. This is to close the 
mouths of blaspheming men, and 
evil spirits, who would charge the 
Judge with partiality, unless the 
evidence was then displayed, upon 
which the final sentence shall be 
founded. Then their works of faith, 
and labours of love, which they had 
long forgotten, shall be br ought to 
licht. “'Then shall the King say 
to them on his right hand, come ye 
blessed of my Father, ssleautt the 
kingdom prepared for you, from the 
foundation of the world. For I was 
hungry, and ye gave me meat; I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; 

I was a stranger, sal ye took me 
in; naked, and ye clothed me; sick 
and in prison, and ye came unto 
me.”? Matt. xxv. 34. 

Such are the evidences of this 
holy union, as they are exhibited in 
the word of God. 

3. Let us now pass to the third 
head of discourse, and show the 
consolation resulting from this evi- 
dence. Is conscience satisfied P 
After many anxious and painful in- 
quiries; after years of observation 
and watchfulness; is the soul ena- 
bled to say, “Lord, I am thy ser- 
vant, | am ‘thy servant. Thou hast 


loosed my bonds?” Psal. cxvi. 16. 
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Consolation, such as the world can- 
not give, Reus directly from this 
evidence. « For this is our rejoicing, 
the testimony of our conscience, 
that in simplicity and godly sin- 
cerity, we have had our conversa- 
tion in the world, and more espe- 
cially to you-ward.” 2 Cor. i. 12 
The world cannot be satisfied. But 
has the evidence been faithfully ex- 
hibited? Have we confessed our- 
selves to be strangers and pilgrims 
in it, like the saints of old? Have 
its frowns, and its smiles, been re- 
ceived with holy indifference ; while 
prayer for its salvation has employ- 
ed our hearts and our tongues. Then 
we may be comforted. 

Is the church of God satisfied 
How comfortable to meet brethren 
and sisters, the fellow heirs of the 
great salvation, in the sanctuary of 
God! ! This made David say, “ How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of hosts!”? “I was glad when they 
said unto me, Come, and let us go 
up into the house of the Lord.” 
Psal. Ixxxiv. 1. cxxii. 1. But how 
great the joy and consolation to re- 
flect, that we are even now holding 
communion and fellowship with the 
whole church of God! Abel and 
Enoch are not made perfect without 
us; and we are not made perfect 
without them. “The great cloud 
of witnesses”? surround us, and look 
down with holy transport, when 
only one sinner repenteth. The 
more perfect therefore our union, 
with the church on earth, the more 
perfect it is, and will be, with the 
church in heaven. And as their fe- 
licity is intimately connected with 
ours, and our eternal reward with 
theirs, with what holy alacrity and 
zeal, should we labour and suffer, 
for the whole family of God! Well 
may we endure, and even glory in 
tribulations ; knowing that we shall 
receive a full rewar d, together with 
the whole church of God, from the 
beginning to the end of time. 

‘And with these glorious pros- 
pects, can we look forward, and 
look upward, and joyfully antici- 
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pate the day, when Jesus shall come 
in the clouds of heaven, surrounded 
with the ten thousands of his saints? 
Will it be a transporting sight, to 
see Abel and Enoch, and all our 
dear brethren and sisters, who lived 
before the flood; and all the holy 
patriarchs, who lived before Moses; 
followed by the millions of Israel, 
who died in the same faith under 
the ancient dispensation? And be- 
hold, they are intimately united 
with the millions of the Christian 
world! All these shall point to the 
same Redeemer, and sing, with hea- 
venly harmony, “ Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain, to receive 
power and riches, and wisdom and 
strength, and honour and glory, and 
blessing.” Rev. v. 12. Behold, 
Christians, the blessed assembly! 
They are indeed happy. But with- 
out the full salvation of the whole 
mystical body of Christ, they can- 
not be made perfect. They wait 
for us. It was said to them, who 
had been slain for the testimony of 
Jesus, that they should rest for a 
season, until their fellow servants 
should pass through the same trials. 
Rev. vi. 11. For us, then, O Chris- 
tian brethren, the saints in heaven 
are waiting. They cry, “ How long, 
O Lord, holy and true.” Let us 
start from our slumbers, trim our 
lamps, gird up our loins, and press 
towards the glorious prize! And 
since the salvation of every member, 
is inseparably united with the gene- 
ral welfare; so that one mighty por- 
tion of the church universal, cannot 
be made perfect without the other: 
O how solicitous ought we to be to 
maintain the peace and harmony of 
the whole! “ Blessed are the peace- 
makers, for they shall be called the 
children of God.”? Mat. v. 9. “ Let 
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be 
put away from among us with all 
malice; and let us be kindly affec- 
tioned, one to another; forgiving 
one another, and loving one ano- 
ther, even as God, for Christ’s sake, 
hath forgiven us.”? Eph. iv. 31. 








Come, nominal Christians, behold 
your holy calling. Is it not time 
for you to feel and manifest this 
holy union? Have you not been 
“eating for yourselves, and drink- 
ing for yourselves?” Zech. vii. 6. 
When you participated in the Lord’s 
Supper, was it to enter into union 
and communion with the whole 
church of God, through Jesus Christ 
the covenant head? Or, was it to 
secure your own personal salva- 
tion? Do you love Abel and Enoch, 
as well as Peter and Paul? Are the 
children of God, which are scatter- 
ed abroad, dear to your souls? 
Then, “Cast aside every weight,” 
“count all things but loss, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus your Lord,” and 
“strive to enter in at the straight 
gate.” 

Careless sinners: All these things 
appear to you, like an idle tale. 
Just so it was with the inhabi- 
tants of Sodom. Lot cried, “up, 


get ye out of this place; for God - 


will destroy it with fire and brim- 
stone.” But they thought it all 
an idle tale. Well, as surely as 
you slight and despise the church of 


God, and neglect to enter into his © 


holy covenant, you shall be set on 
his left hand, at the day of judg- 
ment, and shall hear that dreadful 
sentence, addressed to you person- 
ally: “ Depart ye cursed into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” You may now 
boast that you belong to no church ; 
and that you will enter into no en- 
gagements with any. But is not this 
saying, “ Let us break his bands 
asunder, and cast his cords from 
us?” Psal. ii. 3. “We will not 
have this man to reign over us 299 
was the language of his ancient foes. 
Luke xix. 14. But those enemies 
have long felt his righteous judg- 
ments; and so must you. There ts 
no safety, but in covenant with God. 
For when he comes to judge the 
world, he will say, “Gather my 
saints together unto me; those who 
have made a covenant with me by 
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sacrifice.’ Psal. l. 5. All others 
will be driven away in their wick- 
edness. But, perhaps, you will say, 
the diversity of the several branches 
of the church is so great, that you 
know not which to join; and so you 
remain separate from all. Now, 
this is the very plea, which will con- 
demn you before God. Has he per- 
mitted so much variety in his church? 
Is the door left so wide? and can 
you not find the way into the church 
universal? It is evidently, because 
you desire anexcuse. You are not 
willing to serve God any where. 
You do not love any of his people, 
of any denomination. Therefore 
your pretended excuse, will be the 
ground of your final sentence, and 
hopeless misery. “ Live without 
Christ, an alien from the common- 
wealth of Israel, a stranger from the 
covenants of promise, and without 
God in the world,”’ a few days long- 
er, and the door of mercy will be 
shut; and you must live without 
God for ever. 

Dear young people: You are the 
“lambs of the flock.”’ How afflic- 
tive to the shepherd, to see the lion 
and the bear, tearing away his lambs! 
Such is the sorrow of the shepherd, 
whom God has set to watch and feed 
his spiritual flock. He sees you 
leaving the fold, the church, and go- 
ing astray, into the world. Can you 
find better company than that of the 
saints, who are styled the excellent 
of earth? Are satan, and his ser- 
vants, better company than Christ 
and his people. Beware what you 
do, O young people; for “ x a 
once the master of the house has 
risen up, and hath shut to the door,” 
you are undone for ever. 

Come then, follow the faith of 
Moses, and of the whole church of 
God. Determine to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, rather than 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son. Then you will be joined in 
one spirit and hope of your calling, 
with all the Israel of God. And 


with them, in due season you will 
be made perfect. 
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BRIEF THOUGHTS ON BAPTISM, 


That waTER BAPTISM was prac- 
tised at the commencement of the 
Christian dispensation in conformi- 
ty to divine appointment, cannot be 
denied. “I baptize with water,” 
said John, the forerunner of our 
Lord, to the Jews, John 1. 26; and 
that his baptism was from heaven is 
certain from the commission under 
which he was acting, as well as from 
the question proposed by our Sa- 
viour to the chief priests and elders 
of the people concerning its origin. 
Mat. xxi. 25. Jesus Christ himself 
was baptized by John; and after- 
wards, in the course of his ministry, 
administered the same heavenly 
rite.) “ Rabbi,”? said some to John, 
“he that was with thee beyond Jor- 
dan, to whom thou bearest witness, 
behold the same baptizeth; and all 
men come to him.” John ii. 26. 

Having risen from the dead, the 
Redeemer gave to his apostles a 
commission to baptize.as well as to 
preach the gospel. Mat. xxvii. 19. 
In execution of their commission 
they administered this sacred rite 
to all their converts. On the me- 
morable day of Pentecost, three 
thousand were added to the church 
by baptism ; for itis expressly stated 
in Acts ii, 41, “Then they that 
gladly received his word were bap- 
tized.””? Philip preached the gospel 
to the people of Samaria, and bap- 
tized those who professed to be- 
lieve, “both men and women.” 
Chap. viii. 12. Among the number 
that received this Christian ordi- 
nance at his hand was Simon Ma- 
gus, who had made a profession of 
faith in Christ, but was afterwards 
discovered by Peter to be “in the 
gall of bitterness, and in the bond 
of iniquity.” Chap. viii. 13, 23. 
Paul was baptized by Ananias, who 
had been sent for that purpose by 
the Lord Jesus. Chap. ix. 18. Peter 
baptized Cornelius and his friends, 
to whom the Holy Spirit had been 
given. Chap. x. 48. Lydia and her 


' household were baptized by Paul. 
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Chap. xvi. 15. The jailer and his 
family were baptized by Paul and 
Silas. Chap. xvi. 33. “ Many of the 
Corinthians hearing, believed, and 
were baptized,” by the great apos- 
tle. Chap. xviii. 8. At Ephesus too 
he ne certain disciples. Chap. 
xix. 5. The Roman Christians were 
Santized. Rom. vi. 3,4. That the 
Corinthians were baptized is mani- 
fest from a passage already cited, 
and is still further evident from 
what Paul says in his first epistle 
to them. Chap. 1. 13, 16, 17. 

From these texts it appears, that 
both Peter and Paul, apostles of 
Jesus Christ, were in the constant 
practice of baptizing their converts. 
That the baptism which they ad- 
ministered was water baptism is 
unquestionable. “Can any man,” 
said Peter in reference to the cen- 
turion and his friends, “forbid water, 
that these should not be baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghost 
as wellas we?” Paul undoubtedly 
spoke of water baptism, and not of 
the baptism of the Spirit, when he 
said, “Christ sent me not to bap- 
tize, but to preach the gospel.”” The 
practice of the other apostles, it is 
certain accorded with the practice 
of these two illustrious men, who 
stood pre-eminent among their as- 
sociates: for they all acted under 
the same commission from Jesus 
Christ to evangelize and baptize the 
nations. The epistle to the Co- 
rinthians was written, it 1s com- 
puted by some, about the 60th year 
of the Christian era, and that to 
the Romans in the 61st; and from 
the dates of these epistles we learn, 
that the administration of water 
baptism was certainly continued in 
the church by apostolic men, nearly 
twenty years after the ascension of 
our blessed Lord into heaven. 

From this long continued prac- 
tice of the apostles, it is manifest 
that they understood their commis- 
sion as requiring the administration 
of water baptism; and it ought to be 
considered as being decisive of the 
question relating to the perpetuity 
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of this ordinance. Butif the uni- 
form practice of apostolic men be 
not sufficient to settle it, a doubt 
should not remain, when we const- 
der the words in which the commis- 
sion is stated. The commission ex- 


tends to all nations, not only these’ 


which existed in the first ages ot 
Christianity, but nations then un- 
born, and nations that shall still 
rise into existence in future ages of 
the world; for if this be not the 
meaning of the commission, there is 
no authority given by the Head of 
the church to ministers of the pre- 
sent day to preach his gospel. That 
this is the true meaning of it, and 
that it was intended to compr ehend 
the ministry in every age, is mani- 
fest from the promise connected 
with it, which runs parallel with 
time: “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.’ 
The commission must be co-exten- 
sive with the promise given, to en- 
courage the aposties and their suc- 
cessors in discharging the duties 
enjoined by it; and as the promise 
reaches to the end of the world, so 
must the commission. But the com- 
mission prescribes the administra- 
tion of water baptism ; consequently 
this Christian ordinance must be 
continued in the church to the end 
of the world. 

Yet baptism has been called a 
carnal ordinance, a mere Jewish 
rite! How mistaken are they who 
use this unwarrantable langua; ge! 
The apostles for a time tolerated 
the observance of the Mosaic ritual 
by their converts from among the 
Jewish people. But so far from re- 
quiring Gentile Christians to sub- 
mit to circumcision and other posi- 
tive institutions of Moses, they, in 
a solemn assembly, convened for 
deliberating on the subject, pro- 


nounced it as their judgment that. 


they were under no obligation to 
observe them. Acts xv. 4, 5, 22—29. 
Yet these founders of the Christian 
church did command Gentile, as 
well as Jewish, believers to be ne: 
tized; and uniformly, in the whole 
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course of their ministry, adminis- 
tered this Christian ordinance to 
their converts. And shall baptism 
be called a mere Jewish rite? that 
ordinance which was instituted by 
Jesus Christ, just before he ascend- 
ed into heaven? that ordinance 
which he commanded his apostles 
and their successors to administer, 
ina commission that will not expire 
till the conflagration of this world? 

But, it is insisted, that baptism by 
water has been abolished. When? 
we demand, and by whose authori- 
ty? It is certain that no authority 
inferior to that of Jesus Christ, by 
whom it was instituted, was compe- 
tent to set itaside. Now,if he has 
abolished his own ordinance, let the 
passage of sacred scripture be pro- 
duced that certifies the fact. <A re- 
cord of its institution has been made 
in the statute book of his king- 
dom; and if it has been annulled, 
an annunciation of his supreme will 
must have been given, and a record 
of it must be found in the same 
book. Produce the passage, and we 
submit to his authority. Shall we 
be referred to the declaration of 
Paul? “ Christ sent me not to bap- 
tize, but to preach the gospel.” 
And can any imagine the apostle 
really meant, that. he had receiv- 
ed no commission from Christ to ad- 
minister baptism? If this were his 
meaning, why did he administer it 
at all? That he did baptize, and 
even some of the Corinthians, is cer- 
tain from the context of that very 
passage ; for he says expressly, “ Is 
Christ divided? was Paul cruci- 
fied for you? or were ye baptized 
in the name of Paul? I thank God 
that I baptized none of you, but 
Crispus and Gaius; lest any should 
say that I had baptized 1 in mine own 
name. And [ baptized also the 
household of Stephanus; besides, I 
know not whether I baptized any 
other.’ 1 Cor. i. 13—16. Those 
who urge this text as implying that, 
in Paul’s opinion, baptism was a 
rite unworthy of regard, find no dif- 
ficulty in explaining very different- 
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ly another text in which a similar 
phrase is used. “ Labour not for 
the meat that perisheth,” says our 
Lord, “ but for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life.”” John 
vi. 27. Now, they never interpret 
this cotinand, so as to believe that 
Christ absolutely forbids them to 
labour for their daily bread. They 
well know that he enjoins nothing 
more than that a preference should 
be given to heavenly objects, and 
that we should seek them with su- 
preme desire. How is it then that 
they imagine Paul meant to assert 
absolutely that he had no commis- 
sion from Christ to baptize, when 
he tells us in this very chapter that 
he had baptized several of the Co- 
rinthians? Surely he would not 
have administered baptism to any, 
if it had been abolished, or if the 
observance of it had not been en- 


joined on the church, or if he had 


not been commissioned to apply it 
to suitable subjects. In our appre- 
hension there is no difficulty in un- 
derstanding the apostle. We be- 
lieve he only meant to exalt the 
preaching of the gospel in impor- 
tance above a positive institution ; 
and to inform the Corinthians that 
he regarded the publication of the 
glad tidings of salvation as his chief 
business, in comparison with which 
the administration of baptism was 
in his view a matter of inferier con- 
sideration. He therefore seems to 
have left the latter duty to others, 
that he might have more time for 

attending to the former. Yet he did 
not wholly neglect the other, but 
as circumstances required applied 
baptismal water with his own hands 
to some of his converts. 

It will be said, perhaps, that bap- 
tism was designed only to answer 
a temporary purpose, and to con- 
tinue in use only till the coming of 
our Lord. If the Saviour’s second 
coming to judge the world be meant, 
we cordially acquiesce in the re- 
mark ; for then we believe this and 
all other institutions that pertain to 
the Christian dispensation will be 
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abolished, and a new and nobler form 
of worship, suited to the eternal 
state, and the light and glory of 
heaven, will be established. But if 
any other coming of our Lord be in- 
tended we dissent from the remark 
as unfounded. Let any other be 
selected, and it can be proved that 
baptism was not annulled by the 
event. Did Christ come when he 
sent down the promise of the Fa- 
ther, and poured out his Spirit on 
his little church? Baptism was prac- 
tised by the apostles long after that 
memorable day. Did our Lord come, 
when he destroyed both the civil 
and ecclesiastical state of the Jew- 
ish people; when, by the destruction 
of their temple, he put it out of their 
power to observe the ceremonies 
appointed by Moses? What influ- 
ence could that tremendous judg- 
ment have on Christian baptism? 
This ordinance constituted no part 
of the Jewish religion; and there- 
fore it remained uninjured when 
the whole fabric of Mosaic institu- 
tions and worship was overthrown. 

Still, however, it is asserted, that 
the present dispensation is too spi- 
ritual to admit of the perpetuity of 
water baptism. That it is far more 
simple and spiritual than the Jew- 
ish economy, and that it is freed 
from that burdensome ritual which 
was formerly prescribed to the 
church, is thankfully recognised. 
But it certainly is not more spiri- 
tual, than the great author of it was 
pleased to make it; nor has it been 
so refined as to be suited only to 
disembodied spirits. Man, while 
he remains in the body, requires 
some form in which he may do 
homage to his Creator with the in- 
ferior part of his nature. Accord- 
ingly we find, that although we are 
required to worship God in spirit, 
it is made our duty to assemble to- 
gether, that we may bow before the 
Lord in the great congregation and 
sing his praises. Spiritual as is the 
present dispensation, it is not in- 
compatible with the perpetual use 
of water baptism. We have proved 
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that it was instituted by Christ, and 
that for nearly twenty years after 
the commencement of this dispen- 
sation it was certainly practised by 
the apostles; and it has been shown 
that no passage annulling the ordi- 
nance can be produced from the sa- 
cred scriptures; and that the appli- 
cation of itis enjoined on the mi- 
nistry in a commission reaching to 
the end of time. Had this ordinance 
been of so carnal a nature as some 


+ allege, and so inconsistent with the 


spirituality of the Christian dispen- 
sation, it would not have been in- 
stituted at the commencement of it; 
much less would it have been per- 
mitted to continue during that pe- 
riod, when the Holy Spirit was shed 
down on the church in the largest 
measure, and when the disciples ot 
our Lord enjoyed his richest gifts, 
and felt the power of his grace in 
the highest degree. 

It has been rashly asserted, that 
if a person have received the baptism 
of the Spirit, he needs not the bap- 
tism of water. The apostle Peter 
did not think so; for when “the 
Holy Ghost fell on all them which 
heard the word,” and his Jewish 
companions “were astonished” at 
the event, he immediately inferred 
the right of Cornelius and his friends 


to baptism ; and said, “Canany man - 


forbid water, that these should not 
be baptized, which have received 
the Holy Ghost as well as we?” 
And he commanded them to be bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord. Acts 
x. 47, 48. The fact is there is no in- 
consistency between this Christian 
rite and the spirituality of the pre- 
sent dispensation. Had there been 
an incompatibility between them, 
baptism would not have been ap- 
pointed by our Lord, nor would his 
holy apostles have administered it 
to primitive Christians. The first 
disciples of our Lord, men filled 
with the Holy Ghost, received this 
ordinance; and surely if they sub- 
mitted to it, regarding it at once as 
a duty and a privilege, who are we, 
degenerate successors in the. hea- 
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venly race, that we should deem 
it too carnal to comport with our 
claims to spirituality in the service 
of God? Was it a confirmation to 
their faith, a help to them in their 
journey to heaven? And shall we 


slight it as unworthy of our accept- 


ance, and deserving of no more re- 
gard than an antiquated rite of Mo- 
ses? Itis not to be ranked among 
those indifferent matters concern- 
ing which Paul says, “ Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind.” Rom. xiv. 5. It is a pre- 
scribed duty, which should be ac- 
knowledged and practised by every 
professing Christian. J.J. d. 
(To be continued.) 
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INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


The President of the United 
States is now pursuing a system of 
measures, in relation to the Indian 
tribes within our borders, which de- 
serves the approbation, and entitles 
him to the thanks of every true 
Christian. Without giving a pre- 
ference to any religious denomina- 
tion, he appropriates the funds put 
at his disposal for this purpose, 
among the different missionary es- 

tablishments, for the support of the 
[Indian children who attend the 
schools attached to these institu- 
tions. ‘Through our government, 
many hundreds of these little ones 
of the forest are now learning to 
read, write, keep accounts, and 
practise the most useful arts. They 
are forming the habits of civilized 
man, and will be prepared even- 
tually for citizenship. 

With the spirit which animates 
our present chief magistrate, the 
superintendent of Indian trade, co- 


-lonel Thomas L. M‘Kenney, is evi- 


7 influenced, in affording every 

facility of communication between 
the missionaries and their friends, 
and the Indians, which is in his 
power. He is an agent well suited 
to promote the benevolent designs 
of the executive; while at the same 








time his zeal honours and gratifies 
the generous sentiments of his own 
mind. We tender the President 
and colonel M‘Kinney our hearty 
thanks, and in so doing are confi- 

dent that we express the gratitude, 

not only of the different Presbyte- 
rian churches, with their 1500 mi- 
nisters in the United States, but of 
all the Christian congregations in 
our land. 

We have heard but one dissen- 
tient voice, indeed, from any quar- 
ter, and that has just sounded forth 
from Red Jacket, one of the Seneca 
chiefs in the state of New York. 
We strongly suspect, however, that 
Red Jacket has been prompted by 
some enemy of Christianity, and 
that some insidious infidel indited 
his Letter, while he professed to act 
only as an amanuensis; or else, 
that the chief designed to please 
his Governor, by following his fa- 
shion of attacking the administra- 
tion of the federal government. At 
any rate the letter was transmitted 
to the legislature of New York by 
governor Clinton, and thus has 
come before the world; when he 
might have kept it on the files of 
state for his own private informa- 
tion and guidance. 

After complaining of the depre- 
dations of the white people on the 
timber belonging to the Senecas, of 
the frequent thefts of their horses 
and cattle, of the imprisonment of 
the Indians for debt, and of the in- 
jury done to their hunting and fish- 
eries, Red Jacket proceeds to say, 


“Our great father, the President, has 
recommended to our young men to be 
industrious, to plough, and to sow. This 
we have done, and are thankful for the 
advice, and for the means he has afforded 
us of carrying it into effect. We are 
happier in consequence of it. But ano- 
ther thing recommended to us, has crea- 
ted great confusion among us, and is 
making us a quarrelsome and divided 
people; and that is the introduction of 
preachers into our nation. These Black 
Coats contrive to get the consent of some 
of the Indians, to preach among us; and 
whenever this is the case, confusion and 
disorder are sure to follow: and the ea- 
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croachments of the whites upon our 
lands are the invariable consequences. 
‘The governor must not think hard of me 
for speaking thus of the preachers. I 
have observed their progress, and when 
t look back to see what has taken place 
of old, I perceive that whenever they 
came among the Indians they were the 
forerunners of their dispersion; that they 
always excited enmities and quarrels 
among them; that they introduced the 
white people on their lands, by whom 
they were robbed and plundered of their 
property; and that the Indians were 
sure to dwindle and decrease, and be 
driven back, in proportion to the num- 
ber of preachers that came among them. 

‘“* Each nation has its own customs, and 
its own religion. ‘The Indians have theirs, 
given to them by the Great Spirit, under 
which they were happy. It was not in- 
tended that they should embrace the re- 
ligion of the whites, and be destroyed by 
ihe attempt to make them think differ- 
ently on that subject from their fathers. 

‘* It is true, these people have got the 
consent of some of the chiefs, to stay 
and to preach among us; but I and my 
friends, know this to be wrong, and that 
they ought to be removed Beside, we 
have been threatened by Mr. Hyde, who 
came among us as a schoolmaster, and a 
teacher of our children; but has now be- 
come a black coat, and refuses to teach 
them any more, that unless we listen to 
his preaching, and become Christians, 
we will be turned off our lands, and not 
allowed to plague us any more—we shall 
never be at peace while he is among us. 

“ We are afraid too, that these preach- 
ers, by and by, will become poor, and 
force us to pay them for living among 
us and disturbing us.” 

The President is here blamed for 
the enmity which the Pagan Sene- 
cas feel against the Christian In- 
dians of the same little tribe; and 
impliedly for sending black coats 
among them: but the truth is, that 
Mr. Hyde was sent to the Senecas 
by the Missionary Society of New 
York, years before any thing was 
contributed by our national govern- 
ment for the support of schools 
among the aboriginals of our wilder- 
ness. The black coats were preach- 
ing Christ to the Indians of New 
York before Mr. Monroe was ever 
a candidate for the presidency; and 
since his election to office, he has 
never done any thing directly or 


indirectly towards sending any 
Vou. I. 








preacher to any nation, unless it 
may have been by his own private 
donation as a Christian man, who 
does not lose his individuality nor 
his. character as a private member 
of the church of God, by becoming 
the beloved ruler of the union, by 
the nearly unanimous suffrage of 
his fellow citizens. 

If Mr. Clinton, who is in our es- 
teem possessed of a powerful mind 
and influence, would ever fill the 
chair of the union, we would advise 
him not to wound the feelings of 
the Christian people of these United 
States, by giving currency to the 
Pagan philosophy of Red Jacket, 
that Christianity would be no bless- 
ing to the Indians. If this Indian 
chief writes to inform him, that the 
President wishes the Senecas to be- 
come Christians through the preach- 
ing of the truth, even this his Excel- 
lency Gov.Clinton might have politi- 
cal motives for keeping to himself. 
There are too many hundreds of 
Christian ministers in the state of 
New York, for Mr. Clinton to suc- 
ceed by a dead set against them, 
even in the Red Jacket, and with 
the bow and arrows of an Indian 
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ON FAMILY WORSHIP. 


This duty is eminently condu- 
cive not only to domestic happiness, 
but to the general prosperity of re- 
ligion. If God be not acknowledged 
in our family circles, there will be 
but little hope of our regarding him 
with suitable reverence in our more 
public deportment. 

It is alleged by some, that we are 
not required, in the scriptures, to 
celebrate divine worship in our fa- 
milies, and that, therefore, however 
decent the practice may be, it is not 
obligatory. To this specious objec- 
tion, we reply, that whatever 1s 
strongly recommended either 1n 
the general tenor of sacred writ, or 
by the example of those pious cha- 
racters, whose faith and practice we 
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are directed to imitate, is binding 
upon us, as we would be followers 
of them who, through faith and pa- 
tience inherit the promises. Chris- 
tianity teaches us our duty, by lay- 
ing down the general principles of 
religion and rules of conduct, from 
which we are to ascertain how we 
should act in particular cases. Some 
duties are so easily deducible from 
those general principles which are 
expressly taught in scripture, that 
a formal precept would seem unne- 
cessary to secure attention to them. 

If we wish to know what is duty 
on the subject now before us, let us 
look at the conduct of those holy 
men, of whom the world was not 
worthy. See Joshua, the successor 
of Moses, and the leader of Israel: 
his language was, “ As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
How can this resolution be recon- 
ciled with the neglect of family 
worship? And, when we are told 
that Job offered sacrifices for his 
children, and that he did so conti- 
nually, or statedly, are we not com- 

elled to consider him, as maintain- 
ing family worship? When we are 
informed that David, on a certain 
occasion, .went home to bless his 
household, is it not natural to sup- 
pose that he retired to his family 
for the celebration of domestic wor- 
ship, after having spent the day in 
discharging the duties of his public 
office? What are we to think of 
Daniel, who prayed in his house 
with his windows open towards Je- 
rusalem, at the peril of being cast 
into the den of lions? But a greater 
than these is here. Did not our 
blessed Lord, by so frequently 
taking his disciples apart to pray 
with them, leave us an example of 
worshipping God in a family capa- 
city? 

When we read, in the epistles of 
Paul, of several churches said to 
have been in private houses, may 
we not conclude that these churches 
were nothing more than certain 
happy families, where religion 
sweetened every domestic comfort ; 
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where the worship of God was ce- 
lebrated with so much order and 
constancy as to attract the apostolic 
benediction, and the approbation of 
Heaven? If we have not an explicit 
command for the duty which we are 
now recommending, we certainly 
have, in its favour, the uniform prac- 
tice of the most eminently pious of 
all Christian denominations. ‘This 
fact is not unworthy of notice, inas- 
much as it supposes that good men 
generally have considered the duty 
to be at once reasonable, pleasant, 
and profitable. 

Let us appeal, readers, to your 
consciences, on this subject. If fa- 
mily worship be not enjoined upon 
you formally and in express terms, 
is it not a reasonable service? As 
families do you not receive daily 
proofs of the divine munificence ? 
Does not an indulgent Providence 
defend you and your children by 
day, and watch your defenceless 
slumbers by night? Are not the 
mercies of the Lord renewed every 
morning, fresh every evening, and 
repeated every moment of your 
lives? Now, can you permit these 
mercies to pass from day to day un- 
noticed and unacknowledged? Can 
you do so without subjecting your- 
selves to the charge of ingratitude 
to your heavenly Benefactor? Sure- 
ly, where benefits are received in 
common, they ought to be acknow- 
ledged conjointly by the recipients. 
Whatever arguments prove the pro- 
priety of public worship, may be 
urged with peculiar force in favour 
of domestic worship; because the 
circumstances of a family are more 
nearly alike than those of a congre- 
gation, which must be composed of 
several families. 

Indeed, wherever religion of any 
kind is professed, we see some 
traces of domestic worship. The 
heathen have their household gods, 
to which they offer prayers and 
sacrifices: and shall not we, who 
enjoy the meridian blaze of gospel 
light, raise our domestic altars, and 
present our stated tribute of adora- 
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tion and praise to the Father of mer- 
cies, When we are so fully autho- 
rized to expect a gracious accep- 
tance through the merits of his Sen? 
If we do not,—if we withhold from 
the only wise God, whom we are 
taught to worship in spirit and in 
truth, those devout expressions 
of homage which the pagans offer 
to their dumb idols, how shall we 
escape the doom of that servant 
who knew his Lord’s will, but re- 
fused to perform it? Will it not be 
more tolerable for the heathen 
world in the day of judgment than 
for us? 

View the subject in another point 
of light. Consider the advantages 
which may result from the consci- 
entious discharge of this duty. 

To your own souls it may be in 
calculably useful. If you have a 
relish for spiritual services at all, 
these devotional exercises, in your 
domestic circles, where there are 
none to molest you, or make you 
afraid, will have a happy tendency 
to promote your growth in grace, 
and in the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus. They will secure to you the 
reading of a portion of sacred writ 
every day, which would, otherwise, 
through the pressure of worldly af- 
fairs, be often neglected. By stated- 
| Bee area sn yourselves, your 

amilies, and all your possessions 
to the care and protection of hea- 
ven, you would become more sensi- 
ble of your dependence on God for 
every comfort. ‘This sense of de- 
pendence would excite gratitude 
to your bountiful Benefactor, and 
guard you against an inordinate 
pursuit of the world’s treasures or 
honours. Frequent acknowledg- 
mene of your failures in the dis- 
charge of relative duties, would ren- 
der you more careful to ponder your 
path, that you might walk before 
your families in the statutes and or- 
dinances of the Lord blameless. To 
bespeak, in the morning, the guid- 
ance of heavenly wisdom through 
all the duties and trials of the day, 
and, in the evening, to acknowledge 








your obligations to divine goodness : 
—to take shelter, at night, beneath 
the overshadowing wing of the Al- 
mighty, and then, at the return of 
day, to offer your tribute of thank- 
fulness to your gracious Protector, 
is the very way to cherish the tem- 
per of heaven, and prepare your 
souls for its holy employments. 

To the younger members of your 
families the advantage may be alse 
unspeakably great. Domestics of 
weak capacity, and children whose 
mental powers are unfolding, but 
are yet in a feeble state, are bene- 
fited more by frequent instruction, 
than by a great deal at once. By 
joining in daily prayer and praise, 
connected with the reading of the 
sacred scriptures, they may be 
brought gradually to an acquaint- 
ance with the divine perfections, 
and with their own sinfulness, and 
need of a Saviour. By the habit of 
attending to the several parts of di- 
vine worship at home, they will be 
the more likely to derive benefit 
from the public services of God’s 
house. Butif the attention of fa- 
milies be not frequently called to 
the things of religion in the course 
of the week, the instructions of the 
pulpit will be in a great measure 
both uninteresting and unintelligi- 
ble to them. Whatever good im- 
pressions may be made on their 
minds by the exercises of one Sab- 
bath, will probably be totally effaced 
before the next. In short, it ap- 
pears next to impossible to train up 
our children and servants in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
if we habitually neglect family wor- 
ship. What will our good advice, 
our catechising, and our authority 
signify, if these means be not sanc- 
tified by prayer, and enforced by a 
corresponding example of piety and 
devotion? 

Having thus briefly stated the 
duty, in its obligations and its pro- 
bable advantages, we earnestly and 
affectionately press the necessity of 
attending to it. And this we do, 
with that awfully solemn prophetic 
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imprecation full in our view: “ Pour 
out thy fury upon the Heathen, that 
know thee not, and upon the fami- 
lies that call not on thy name.” Jer. 
x. 25. With this fearful sentence 
sounding in your ears, readers, dis- 
miss your excuses and objections. 
‘Tell us not that the duty, if it be one, 
is generally neglected, and that you 
are afraid of appearing singularly 
strict, or overmuch righteous. That 
it is so generally neglected, is the 
reproach of our age. It ought not to 
be neglected; and you are not to 
follow a multitude in the omission 
of duty, any more than in the prac- 
tice of evil. No association, in sin, 
however powerful, can escape the 
malediction of God. “ Though hand 


join in hand, the wicked shall not 


x0 unpunished.” 

Have the courage, then, to dis- 
sent from the practice of the multi- 
tude. Look at Abraham, and Joshua, 
and Job, and David, and Daniel, 
who are now inheriting the promis- 
es. These were singularly pious. 
They served God with their house- 
holds, in the midst of idolatry, cor- 
ruption and prevailing error. Go 
ye, and do likewise. Your encour- 
agement and obligation to the duty 
are strong and indubitable. Your 
children are looking to you for in- 
struction and example. You cannot 
bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, unless you 
pray with them and for them. Of 
all relative duties, those of a pa- 
rent are perhaps the most impor- 
tant to the prosperity of the church 
and the salvation of souls. To 
stand at the head of a family, is to 
occupy a station of the most awful 
responsibility. Your children are 
leaving you, and carrying into the 
world with them your principles 
and your habits of life ; and if you 
do not teach them to remember and 
to worship their Creator in the days 
of their youth, what can you ex- 
pect, but that, following the corrupt 
bias of their hearts, they will live 
without God, and die without hope? 
You cannot, indeed, change their 
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hearts, and make them pious; but 
you can use the means which God 
has prescribed, and which he ordi- 
narily blesses. The maxim is ge- 
nerally true: “ Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.” 
As you would be happy tn your fa- 
milies, call in the influence of fa- 
mily religion. Let the spirit of the 
gospel predominate in your domes- 
tic circles, and you will probably 
have less cause to complain of vex- 
atious servants and undutiful chil- 
dren. ‘To enforce the discharge oi 
relative duties, religion presents 
the most powerful and persuasive 
motives, drawn from heaven and 
hell—from the torments of the 
damned and the joys of the blessed. 
Remember it is the blessing of the 
Lord that maketh both rich and 
happy. “ The house of the wicked 
shall be overthrown, but the taber- 
nacle of the upright shall flourish. 
The curse of the Lord is in the 
house of the wicked, but he blesseth 
the habitation of the just.” Say 
nothing, then, of the time necessary 
to be spent in family instruction 
and worship. <A reasonable portion 
of every day thus spent, will be 
spent to the best purpose. I[¢ will 
have a tendency to promote subor- 
dination, order and harmony. It 
may be the means of securing the 
aged from petulance and severity, 
and of guarding the young from in- 
dolence, prodigality and error. The 
sacred scriptures contain instruc- 
tions suited to all circumstances 
and relations in life. Parents and 
children, masters and servants are 
here taught their responsibility to 
the Great Parent of the Universe, 
before whom all must appear, te give 
an account of the deeds done in the 
body. Prayer renews and deepens 
the impressions of divine truth upon 
the heart. If, therefore, you would 
secure the divine blessing upon 
yourselves, your children, your ser- 
vants, and all your possessions, 
worship God in the family, and 
teach your households to keep his 
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commandments. Finally, religion 
will prepare you for separating. For, 
remember death will enter your 
houses. ‘This spoiler of our earthl 
comforts will soon break the ties 
which bind together the family cir- 
cle. By and by you will have to 
take leave of those children whom 
God has given you to bring up for 
him. How painful will 3 be, in 
that parting h ie to reflect that you 
have neglected their souls! But, on 
the other hand, if you have prayed 
with, and for them; if you have faith- 
fully instructed them in the princi- 
ples, and walked before them, in 
obedience to the precepts of that 
gospel in which life and immortali- 
ty are brought to light—you can 
leave them, ‘when you die, in the 
care of a gracious Providence, in- 
dulging the fond hope, that you 
shall meet them in heav en, and join 
them in the ceaseless praises of re- 


deeming love. W.N. 
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Statistics. 


Census of Delaware. 


By the census of 1820 the state 
of Delaware contains 72,749 inha- 
bitants; which gives an increase of 
only 75 souls for the last ten years. 
This is undoubtedly owing to the 
continual emigration from “the two 
lower counties of this little repub- 
lic to the western states. 





Census of Missouri. 


The a of Missouri, of 
every class, amounts to 66,607. 


Census of Indiana. 


In 1810 Indiana contained 24,000 
inhabitants ; and in 1820 the cen- 
sus gives 147,000: making an in- 
crease in ten years of six hundred 
per cent. 


Debt of England. 


Official returns to orders of the 
House of Commons, state the total 
amount of funded unredeemed debt 
of England, as it stood on the 5th 








to 


29 


Jan. 1821, at 775,844,463/. 15s. 
103d. Ireland, do. 25,720,8451. 
16s. 63d. Total do. of the anited 
kingdom, 801,564,3101.12s. 54d. An- 
nual interest thereon, 28,064,7211. 
17s. é 7d. 


British Taxes. 
The window tax produced, in 


1820, 2,366,1391. 12s. 114d. The 
stamps issued were 24,820,317. 
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ON PRAYER MEETINGS. 
Ata meeting of the presbytery 


of Philadelphia held in the city of 


Philadelphia, by adjournments from 
the 17th day of April to the 20th 
inclusive, A. D. 1821, a minute was 
made of which the following is a 
true extract: 

“The committee appointed to 
consider and report on the contents 
of two papers respecting prayer 
meetings, presented their report, 
which was accepted, amended and 
adopted—and is as follows : 

‘I. In answer to the paper sign- 
ed by Messrs. Alexander Henry, 
William Nassau, Joseph Montgo- 
mery and William Sheepshanks, r re- 
questing some advice in regard to 
the manner of conducting ‘prayer 
meetings, they recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions : 

‘1. Resolved, that according to 


the word of God, and the form of 


government of the Presbyterian 
church, the preaching of the gospel 
belongs to ministers regularly or- 
dained ; and to such other persons 
as, after due examination of their 


qualifications, have been licensed 


by a presbytery to preach. 

‘2. Resolved, that presbytery 
deem it»proper for the elders of a 
church, in the absence of their pas- 
tor, and the elders of a vacant 
church, to preside in conducting the 
worship of God, in the usual place, 
by reading the scriptures, and ser- 
mons of approved and orthodox 
divines, by singing psalms and 
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hymns, and by offering up prayer ; 
or by inviting some pious, expe- 
rienced and competent person to 
lead in that act of religious service. 

‘3. Resolved, that presbytery 
highly approve of prayer meetings 
when properly conducted ; because 
they believe them to be conducive 
to the edification of the pious, and 
to the benefit of others who may 
attend them. 

‘4. Resolved, that prayer meet- 
ings ought to be conducted by per- 
sons of acknowledged piety and 
good sense, of discretion and expe- 
rience. 

‘5. Resolved, that presbytery 
highly approve of the practice of 
the ‘ Evangelical Society,’ in es- 
tablishing prayer meeting's in the 
lanes and alleys, and suburbs of 
this city for the benefit of per- 
sons who are not in the habit of 
attending public worship in our 
churches; and they think it ought 
not to be deemed improper at these 
meetings held in such circumstances, 
when pious and discreet, experienc- 
ed and well informed Christians 
subjoin to the usual exercises, such 
as prayer, singing psalms and 
hymns, reading portions of the sa- 
cred scriptures, or a sermon of some 
approved orthodox divine, ora re- 
ligious tract, or a piece of es 
intelligence, some brief remarks in 
the way of exhortation, (but not de- 
livered in an authoritative manner, 
as by a minister of the gospel) for the 
purpose of showing the importance 
of religion, urging the necessity of 
repentance and faith, and pressing 
duties of this kind. 

‘II. In answer to the petition of 
Mr. , who states that he had 
long been in the habit of assisting 
‘in leading the exercises at prayer 
meetings in this city, and that since 
his removal, he has, for the benefit 
of his destitute neighbours, con- 
ducted a Sabbath evening prayer 
meeting in a school house adjacent 
to his farm ;’ but ‘as there appears 
to exist in the minds of some, 
doubts with respect to the propriety 
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of such efforts by laymen,’ he 
‘asks the advice of the presbytery’ 
on this subject, or ‘a license to con- 
duct worship, and to- speak in pub- 
lic,’ the committee recommend that 
Mr. be informed, 

‘1. That the members of this 
presbytery have not, in their minds, 
any doubts of the propriety of 
prayer meetings being held by pious 
and discreet laymen, well informed 
and sound in the faith ; and 

‘2. That in the preceding reso- 
lutions, passed in answer to the re- 
quest contained in the paper pre- 
sented by the other brethren, he 
will find the advice he asks, in re- 
lation to ‘the propriety of holding 
prayer meetings.’ 

‘3. That since the presbytery have 
learned that Mr. has been in 
the habit of preaching the gospel at 
, with the benevolent design of 
evangelizing the destitute, the pres- 
bytery would express their opinion, 
that every one judging himaeld qua- 
lified for this good work, and will- 
ing to enter upon it within the 
bounds of the presbytery of Phila- 
delphia, ought not to do so, until he 
has been regularly licensed as a 
probationer for the gospel minis- 
try.’ 











Tuomas J. Bicas. 


Stated Clerk.*’ 


Extracts from the Report of the 
Board of Missions to the last Ge- 
neral Assembly. 


(Continued from p. 190.) 


Tur Rev. Gipeon N. Jupp 


Was appointed a missionary, for 
five months, in Montrose and the 
adjacent country. For reasons 
deemed satisfactory by the Board, 
he spent the principal part of his 
time in Montrose. 

After detailing the difficulties 
attending his mission, arising from 
indifference to the truth, the want 
of discrimination, and the pre- 
valence of error, Mr. J. observes. 
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« Amidst these unfavourable cir- 
cumstances in which your mission- 
ary has been called to labour, there 
have been others which have cheer- 
ed and encouraged him. The means 
of grace have been punctually at- 
tended, and the assemblies usually 
solemn. The youth have pretty 
uniformly attended public worship 
on the Sabbath, and the evenin 
society which was instituted chiefly 
for their benefit. 

“ A Sabbath school society has 
been formed in this congregation, 
which has two schools under its 
superintendence, each consisting of 
about thirty scholars, and both in 
a prosperous state. A Bible society 
has also been formed for this coun- 
ty, the first anniversary of which 
was held in this village in the month 
of October.” ‘The Board are griev- 
ed to learn that among the opposers 
of the Sabbath school and Bible so- 
cieties, should be ranged the mem- 
bers of a religious denomination ; 
and still more grieved to be inform- 
ed that they have adopted a system 
of doctrine little less dangerous 
than downright infidelity. The 
Board lament that the want of 
health compels Mr. J. to leave a 
field of labour so destitute of culti- 
vation. 

The Assembly will indulge the 
Board with their attention, while a 

aragraph or two are read from 
Mr. Judd’s communication. 


‘Here your missionary begs leave to 
make a few remarks in regard to Water- 
ford and Union, though neither of them 
properly speaking, has any thing to do 
with this report.. This, he is led to do 
from the hope, that some knowledge of 
them may be useful to the Board in send- 
ing other missionaries into this region. 
At Waterford there has been a uniform. 
ly decent and punctual attention to the 
means of grace. The blessed fruits of the 
revival mentioned in this journal of the 
last year are still apparent. The monthly 
concert for prayer, and other meetings 
for religious improvement have been 
held in the society. A Sabbath school 
has been formed, consisting of about 
forty scholars, whose improvement has 
exceeded the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of the friends of the school. Some 








additions have been made to the church 
during the year, and Christians appear 
to be walking together in love. 

‘Your missionary found at Union a 
small Dutch church in a declining state, 
belonging to the classis of Montgomery. 
For four or five years they had been des- 
titute of preaching, and the ordinances of 
the gospel had been rarely administered 
among them. He found the place con- 
siderably populous and wealthy, but great 
prejudices existed among them against 
the Dutch church. The Sabbath was 
most dreadfully profaned, the children 
and youth uninstructed in the first prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion, and great 
ignorance prevailed among all ages on 
religious subjects. Though your mis- 
sionary dare not hope that many saving 
conversions have taken place among 
this people, there has been a great ex- 
ternal reformation, which is indicative of 
future good. The assemblies have pro- 
bably varied in number from three bun- 
dred and fifty to five hundred, have been 
uniformly attentive, and sometimes un- 
usually solemu. Considerable inquiry 
on religious subjects has been excited. 
A Presbyterian society has been incor- 
porated, and the Dutch church design at 
the next meeting of their classis to ask 
a dismission to join the presbytery of- 
Cayuga. A subscription has also been 
raised sufficient for the erection of a good 
meetinghouse, which will probably be 
completed the ensuing summer. Could 
a suitable person be obtained for this 
place, by the next winter, the congrega- 
tion will probably be able to give him a 
competent support. 

“The work of your missionary at 
Montrose during the past year, has been 
nearly the same as that of the year pre- 
ceding. He has usually preached twice 
on the Sabbath, and attended a third ex- 
ercise at five o’clock in the summer, and 
in the evening during the winter; and 
as frequently as he could, he has lectur- 
ed on week days in different parts of the 
congregation, and attended meetings for 
prayer and religious improvement. The 
typhus fever which prevailed here when 
he made his former report, continued to 
rage through the summer and autumnal 
months, and proved very mortal, His 
time has necessarily been much occupied 
in visiting the sick and attending fune- 
rals. In the apartments of sickness and 
mourning, he has found fair opportuni- 
ties for the exercise of missionary zeal, 
He has endeavoured to improve these 
and other favourable seasons for reli- 
gious conversation, and has made family 
visits as frequently as his numerous en- 

agements would permit. But he has 
ae called abroad so frequently, and had 
so little time to prepare for public la- 
















































oe 
a 


(Se 


rae 
2S 


SS Se io a 


ih. a | 





bour, that he has been able to visit this 
congregation comparatively speaking but 
little, and for the same reasons he was 
under the painful necessity of dismissing 
his Bible classes. 

“It has pleased the Great Head of the 
church to crown the labours of your mis- 
sionary, during the last year, with no sig- 
nal success. This society is so unfa- 
vourably situated for a rapid growth, that 
without a special divine interposition, 
little could be expected but an uninter- 
rupted call for “the work of faith, the 
labour of love, and the patience of hope.” 
But notwithstanding the many discou- 
ragements he has met, there are some 
things which call for the exercise of gra- 
titude. As he ardently hopes, the Board 
will make this place and its vicinity the 
field of future operations, he deems it 
important to state the difficulties he has 
met in his work, and the favourable 
events which have cheered him in his 
labours during the last year.” 


Tue Rev. Joun Monreiru, 


Who was appointed a missionary 
for three months, at the military 
stations in the Michigan territory, 
was prevented by sickness from 
spending in the service more than 
one month. In that term he preach- 
ed eighteen times, visited two 
schools, and thirty-four families, 
ordained three elders and three 
deacons, administered the Lord’s 
supper twice, and baptized three 
adults and eight infants. A mem- 
ber of the Board will read a para- 

graph in Mr. M’s. letter. 


** An epidemic with which I was seized 
last summer, and which disabled me from 
preaching more than two months after I 
returned home, has prevented me in a 
great measure from fulfilling the mission 
to which I was appointed. Though * the 
military stations” were the object speci- 
fied; as I could labour but little in them 
after the season was advanced, and had 
other urgent calls in the territory, my 
limited exertions were divided. I preach- 
ed several times in the garrison at this 
place, where I spent a part of the day, as 
more did not suit the convenience of the 
officer, viz. on the Ist, 8th, 15th, and 22d 
of August, when the troops with some 
of the officers assembled and were atten- 
tive. baptized an infant for a soldier and 
his wife on their profession of religion, 
having belonged to the Episcopal church, 
Ireland. Since that time, sickness and 
other causes have prevented me from 
preaching in the garrison. 1 have occa- 
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sionally visited the troops, and have found 
several of them attentive to their Bibles, 
A fresh detachment from New York lasi 
fall, brought with them some Prayer 
books from a society in that plaee. The 
want of a chaplain at every post, I think, 
is an incalculable defect. The intem- 
perance and vice which prevail in the 
army, are foul stains on our nation; and 
these evils might easily be checked by 
proper measures. Soldiers should be 
restrained from spirituous liquors, and 
should be instructed in religion. The 
general aspect of manners amongst the 
troops at present, gives us an idea of 
infernal spirits rather than of human 
beings. ’Tis a pity that any decent man 
should be so unfortunate as to become 
one of the number.” 


Mr. Moses Hunrer 


Performed a mission of six months, 
at Fort Meigs, on the River Raisin, 
and in other destitute settlements 
in that region. Besides the long 
journies he made in going and re- 
turning, he preached ninety-seven 
times. The places where he itine- 
rated he represents as important 
and growing ; and he remarks that 
missionaries from the Presbyterian 
church might be successfully em- 
ployed in Upper Canada, where 
the population in some of the set- 
tlements would naturally be in- 
clined to favour our missionaries. 
Mr. H. has been requested by the 
people at Fort Meigs, and on the 
River Raisin, to retarn and settle 
among them. It was expected that 
this people would have supported 
the mission; but owing to the 
scarcity of money, Mr. H. received 
but a small contribution. Of the 
result of his labours, a judgment 
may be formed from the following 
passage selected from his commu- 
nication. 

“There was a special seriousness on 
the minds ofa few during the latter part 
of the ‘time I was among them; a good 
and respectful attention was ‘general. 
Ten or twelve more, who have not yet 
joined the church, would in my estima- 
tion make worthy members. 

‘*‘ Errors of every grade are common ; 
but the light of gospel if it shown stea- 
dily upon them, would soon dissipate 


this darkness. 
“ Fort Meizs, near the northern boun- 
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dary of Ohio, is of later growth than 
River Raisin; it will be important as a 
commercial place, and as a fishery. The 
purchase of most of its lands by specula- 
tors at a high price, has been an obstacle 
in its growth. The population are 
mostly from New England, via New 
York state; some from other parts of 
Ohio and Kentucky. 

“The church when first organized, 
consisted only of twelve. <A cluster of 
Baptists are in the upper part of the set- 
tlement, and a small class of Methodists 
have lately been formed. There are 
three Sabbath schools in this place in 
different parts. I attempted a Bible class 
here, but found I could not attend to it. 
The Boston Recorder circulates here too. 
The people forsake not the assembling 
themselves together, though they have 
no preacher, as is the case at the River 
Raisin. A prayer meeting is attended 
once a week, and a female religious so- 
ciety was organized to meet weekly be- 
fore I departed. 

“1 had been rather discouraged at 

first among these people, not seeing any 
special fruit of my labours; but for the 
last three weeks I was greatly -encou- 
raged. A merciful God, whose mercy is 
sovereign, was pleased to make the 
wrath of man the occasion of his own 
praise. Some offensive things had been 
thrown out by the , and a degree 
of feeling excited among the uninformed 
part of the people, on the subject of doc- 
trine, which aroused the church members 
to an unusual activity, not in proselyting 
but in the affairs of religion. When "I 
returned, I found several anxiously in- 
quiring the way to Zion. The number 
increased, and ull my week time was oc- 
cupied in visiting and conversing with 
them. Some in the judgment of charity 
have become truly pious; others, on com- 
ing away, I commended to God and the word 
of his grace. 1 regretted much that I was 
obliged to leave them.” 





Tue Rev. Roperr GLENN 


Laboured three month in Kast Ten- 
nessee. The region in which he 
preached is represented as parti- 
eularly destitute. The new pur- 
chase from the C herokees, south of 
the ‘Tennessee, which is filling up 
very rapidly with population, he 
recommends as important mission- 
ary ground, not only on account of 
the hundreds who are flocking there 
and need instruction, but on ac- 
count of the influence which their 


moral habits will have on the neigh- 
Vor. I. 


= 


—— 
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bouring savages, either in raising 
them from, or confirming them in, a 
state of heathenism. 

I have preached, observes your 
missionary, in churches and in pri- 
vate houses, by night and by day, 
as often as I could assemble the 
people to hear. Hitherto I may say 
the Lord hath helped me. Fre- 
quently in trying to water others 
I myself have been watered of the 
Lord. The promise made to his 
primitive disciples, “ Lo, lam with 
you alway,” has, I think, been ful- 
filled to me. Surely could the per- 
ishing thousands among whom | 
have been labouring, many of whom 
would rejoice to be more abundant- 
ly supplied by the Board, see the 
beauty of the Lord, they would 
trust him too. 


Mr. Grorce M. Erskine, 


A man of colour, has performed his 
mission of four months, on a route 
prescribed by the missionary so- 
ciety of East Tennessee. His au- 
diences, generally composed of 
whites and blacks, were attentive 
and sometimes solemn. M. EK. has 
received compensation for half of 
his time from the missionary so- 
ciety. 


Tue Rev. Rosperr Witson 


Was commissioned to itinerate 
three months, in the counties of 
Bracken, Mason, Lewis, and Green- 
up, Kentucky. The duties of his 
mission he appears to have per- 
formed with zeal and diligence. 
His labours, it is hoped, will be fol- 
lowed with beneficial results. He 
travelled one thousand miles, 
preached ninety times, addressed 
assemblies amounting to seven 
thousand hearers, administered the 
Lord’s supper ten times, received 
forty-four members to the commu- 
nion, baptized thirty persons, Six 
adults and tw enty-four infants, or- 
dained seven elders, and assisted 
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| in ordaining one minister and 
| licensing one candidate. 
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Mr. Grorce 8S. BoarpMan, 


Lately a student in the theological 
seminary, was commissioned for six 
months, to preach in Madison and 
its adjoming settlements, in the 
state of Indiana. Since this mis- 
sion was projected, the field of it 
has been occupied by the Rev. Tho- 
mas C. Searle, who also received 
his theological education in your 
seminary. Mr. 8. was sent out to 
Indiana by the Young Men’s Mis- 
sionary Society at New-York, and 
is now settled in Madison with very 
favourable prospects of usefulness. 
ifaving ascertained this fact, Mr. 
B. very properly directed his la- 
bours to places more destitute of 
the means of grace. He itinerated 
chiefly in the settlements on White 
River, and in the settlements on 
Indian and Kentucky river. 

To reach the field of his mission, 
Mr. Boardman had to travel a great 
distance; but that his time might 
not be wholly spent in the toils of his 
daily journies, he performed mis- 
sionary labour in the places through 
which he passed; so that by the 
time he reached Indiana, he had 
visited 19 families, established 1 
Sunday school, and preached tiwenty 
times, besides travelling 854 miles. 
In the course of his mission Mr. B. 
established 3 Sabbath schools, visit- 
ed 99 families, preached 110 times, 
travelled 2207 miles, and collected 
83 dollars 56 cents. He endeavoured 
also to form auxiliary missionary 
societies ; but owing to the scarcity 
of money, and the extreme pressure 
of the times, his efforts were unsuc- 
cessful. 

He was well received; and there 
is every reason to believe that con- 
siderable good will result from his 
mission. <A few passages from his 
journal will be heard with interest ; 
and the assembly will be particu- 
larly pleased with his description 
of the state of Indiana. 


‘Jan. 8th. Returned to Lawrenceburg, 
where I remained 4 days; visited 1 fa- 
mily and the prison, and preached twice. 
Here I witnessed a deed of the most 
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shocking nature, and which caused a 
short delay. It was a most deliberate and 
daring murder. At the special request of 
the Masonic Society, which took the di- 
rection of the funeral, 1 preached the fu- 
neral sermon, deeming it a time well cal- 
culated for truth to have its proper influ- 
ence on the heart. The deep solemnity 
which pervaded the assembly, and the 
tears which watered almost every eye, 
led me to hope, that the heart which had 
not been affected by ordinary means, had 
felt, and would continue to feel, this ex- 
travrdinary dispensation of Providence. 
The brother of the deceased, in particu- 
lar, considered it asa special and solemn 
call to him “to be also ready,” and spoke 
with tears of his situation, without an in- 
terest in the blood of the Saviour. The 
impressions made by this event appear in 
some good degree to be permanent. 

* White River is a navigable stream, 
which beautifully flows through a country 
distinguished for its fertility and its health. 
The towns on its banks are new, but 
flourishing; some of which must soon be- 
come important places. At Bloomington 
a church has been organized: this is a 
county seat, and near it the site has been 
selected for the university of Indiana. At 
the conjunction of the forks of the river 
is Washington, where is:a Presbyterian 
settlement. Thiscountry, generally, pos- 
sesses many and great advantages, both 
from its location, and its uncommon fer- 
tility. But rich and important as it is, it 
has enjoyed few of the labours of mission- 
aries, and none of stated pastors, and is 
overspreading with wickedness, and the 
gross errors of the New Lights and Don- 
kards, It appears to possess claims to the 
special attention of missionaries ; and it is 
the earnest entreaty and prayer of its in- 
habitants, that some effort might be made 
to stop the progress of error, and to give 
them a few of the privileges of the gos- 
pel. Their gratitude and their desire is 
expressed with a warmth that is truly af 
fecting. 

‘March 3d. Rode to Providence. This 
is asmall village, bearing a good charac- 
ter. Remained here four days: visited 
one family, and preached four times. The 
minds of the people seemed to be im- 
pressed with the truth. 

‘* March 8th. Returned to Madison, in 
which neighbourhood I remained till the 
ist of April; during which time I visited 
15 families, rode 200 miles, preached 19 
times, and received $19.873. Deep at- 
tention was given to the word. In the 
settlement on Jndian Kentucky, Chris- 
tians appeared to be somewhat animated, 
and the minds of others were tender. 
Here, in particular, a solemn attention was 
we by all, and some with tears, were 
ed to inquire the way of salvation. Thad 
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the pleasure of seeing the unusual sight 
of an infirm old man of 70 being much 
affected by a sense of his situation. At 
the close of a meeting, which was held at 
his cabin, pressing my hand with warmth, 
with a voice faltering through age, and 
bursting into tears, he requested to be 
remembered at the throne of grace. In 
some conversation which I afterwards had 
with him, with tears he spoke of himself 
as being ‘‘a vile sinner, who had greatly 
sinned against a most blessed Saviour, and 
who had spent his life in ingratitude and 
rebellion against a gracious God.” The 
people manifested much gratitude for the 
missionary labours which they have re- 
ceived, and request that a missionary 
might be sent to devote his time to the 
settlements on Indian Kentucky River. 
They have subscribed $120 for his la- 
bours among them for six months, and in- 
tended transmitting a petition to the As- 
sembly. 

** This state claims particular attention, 
from its present situation and its future 
prospects. It is a country where the prac- 
tice of vice prevails, Intemperance has ex- 
tended in a most alarming manner. This 
devouring monster, not yet glutted with 
the numerous sacrifices of usefulness and 
property, health, and life, which has been 
made to him, stalks abroad at noonday, 
and in the public estimation is almost di- 
vested of disgrace and infamy. Profane 
swearing, frauds and gaming, also exist in a 
shocking degree. The Sabbath, also, be- 
ing unattended by the preaching of the 
word, and being not properly regarded 
by professors, has become a day of idle- 
ness or of pleasure. Infidelity has ma- 
ny tollowers, who are not confined to any 
sex. 

“This is a country alike fertile in the 
productions of the earth and of error. 
Sectarians are numerous. Methodists, 
with a variety of contradictory errors in 
opinion and practice, is the prevailing 
sect. Buptists, perhaps, are next nume- 
rous; denying that the observance of the 
Sabbath is obhgatory; that the gospel is 
to be supported by pecuniary aid; that 
learning is beneficial in the ministry ; and 
many, it is feared, make immersion the 
sum and substance of their religion. Vew 
Lightism is common—it is the moral mon- 
ster of the West; headless, shapeless ; its 
component parts are the errors of the 
Universalists, the Baptists, of Arminius or 
Pelagius, of Socinus or Arius, of enthusi- 
asts and fanatics. The Donkards are Uni- 
versalists and fanatics. These errors are 
making their conquests in different direc- 
tions; and whilst their propagators are 
humerous, in many parts truth has not a 
single advocate. In this state there are 
but eight Presbyterian ministers, only one 
of whom has a pastoral charge. Most of 








the people are persons of shrewdness, 
and disgusted with ignorance, long for an 
intelligent and faithful ministry. Profes- 
sors of religion are numerous; but fre- 
quently their conduct is such as to con- 
found its real friends, and cause its ene- 
mies to triumph. Members of the Pres- 
byterian church are not numerous, and 
are scattered. Some, deeming it their 
duty to be visibly connected with the 
church of Christ, have united themselves 
to the Methodist church; but others, 
disgusted with the ignorance and bi- 
gotry displayed by sectarians, entirely 
neglect the public worship of God. Be- 
ing destitute of the stated means of 
grace, they have become cold and remiss 
in duty. Yet they mourn over their si- 
lent Sabbaths, and their deprivation of 
the privileges of the gospel. They la- 
ment the influence of bad example over 
themselves and their children. And it 
has often been expressed asthe source of 
deep sorrow, that their children should 
be raised up surrounded by fatal errors— 
corrupted by example—without the re- 
straints of religion, and the privileges of 
the gospel. Under God, to you they look 
for aid to recover themselves from cold- 
ness, and to preserve their children from 
delusion and death. Indiana is now form- 
ing its character, and it requires some 
gentle, skilful, and gracious hand to 
mould it. For past favours the inhabi- 
tants are grateful. I have witnessed the 
expressions of sincere gratitude. I have 
seen the tear of joy at the arrival of the 
missionary, and the tear of sorrow at his 
departure. I have heard the voice of 
gratitude labouring to express its thank- 
fulness to God, and I have heard the voice 
of prayer calling for blessings on yceur 
heads. As your missionary, I have gene- 
rally been received with marked respect. 

“The prospects of this state are un- 
commonly favourable. Its soil is suffici- 
ently rich. Unlike Illinois, it is generally 
healthy, and unlike Missouri and Ken- 
tucky, it banishes slavery. Possessing 
these advantages, it is daily attracting 
large bodies of the better class of emi- 
grants from the slave states and from the 
east. It must soon become rich and pow- 
erful.” 


Mr. REMEMBRANCE CHAMBERLAIN, 


Lately a student in the theological 
seminary, has fulfilled a mission of 
five months. One month he spent 
in the District of Columbia, and 
neighbourhood, preaching 17 times, 
visiting a great number of families, 
and distributing a quantity of Bi- 
bles, and between two and three 


hundred religious tracts. He hopes 
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good was done there. For this 
month’s labour Mr. C. has received 
compensation from one of the mis- 
sionary societies in the District. 
Mr. C. laboured also in and about 
all the towns of the upper country of 
Georgia; and preached in Wayne- 
borough, Louisville, Mont Zion, 
Bethany, Greenborough, Madison, 
Athens, Lexington, Washington, 
Sparta, Milledgeville, Clinton, &c. 
He preached 57 times in the course 
of his mission, besides attending a 
variety of religious meetings, and 
visiting from house to house. 


The Board of Trust of the West- 
ern Missionary Society have sent 
the following report: 

“The Board of Trust for the Western 
Missionary Society, report to the Board 
of Missions, under the direction of the 
general assembly, that they have, during 
the course of the last year, employed the 
following missionaries, whose labours in 
the gospel were spent under the direc- 
tion of the board, as follows : viz. 

* Mr. Condit, for five months, on the 
waters of the Monongaheia, and adjacent 
settlements; Rev. John Rhea, for two 
weeks, on the waters of Wills creek and 
Stillwater; Rev. Obadiah Jennings, two 
months, in the state of Indiana; Rey. Sa- 
muel Ralston, three weeks, on the waters 
of the Monongahela; Rev. Samuel Tait, 
one month, inthe settlements contiguous 
to Coneal lake; the Rev. Thomas B. 
Cluch, two weeks, on the Tuscaraway 
circuit ; the Rev. Layman Potter, appoint- 
ed for three months, under the direction 
of the presbytery of Steubenville; the 
Rev. Mr. Chase, one month, on Buken- 
straw, Conawago, and Beechwoods; Mr. 
Jeftries, two months, in the destitute 
country between Ohio river and Harmony, 
and in the Tuscaraway circuit; Rev. 
Robert Lee, six weeks, between the Al- 
legheny river and the Chesnut ridge ; 
Mr. Harper, for three months, in the 
circuit between White Woman and Tus- 
caraway; Mr. Patterson, licentiate of the 
presbytery of Ohio, for six weeks—three 
weeks to be spent in the Morgantown 
district, and three on the waters of Wheel- 
ing and Grave creek; the Rev. Mr. Beer, 
for one month, in the destitute settlements 
in his vicinity; the Rev. Jos. Stevenson 
for one month, and Mr. Jeffries also, for 
one month, under the direction of the 
Washington presbytery ; Mr. Sullivan, for 
two months, in the county of Huron; and 
Mr. Core, for six weeks, in the destitute 
settlements north of Youngstown. 

“In addition to the above, the board 
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has agreed to contribute 20 dollars per 
month of their funds, to aid the Rev 
Alvin Coe, in teaching an Indian school, 
commenced at Greenfield. 

‘“ Such are the appointments of mission- 
aries, by this board, for the last year; and 
from the journals of such as have report- 
ed, we have reason to hope that the Lord 
has, in a measure, blessed their labours. 
There have been three missionaries lately 
settled within the bounds of the Redstone 
presbytery, on missionary ground; and 
there appears to be an increasing demand 
for the preaching of the gospel in all our 
destitute settlements. 

‘“‘ May the Lord hasten the time, when 
the wilderness and the solitary places 
shall be glad for the missionaries of the 
cross, and the desert shall rejoice and 


' blossom as the rose, through their instru- 


mentality.” 


The Board of Missions of the 
Synod of Ohio have sent the follow- 
ing report: 

**The Board of Missions, acting under 
the direction of the Synod of Ohio, report 
the continuance of their missionary exer- 
tions during the past year; and they have 
to acknowledge the abounding goodness 
of God—their unworthiness, and the in- 
sufficiency of their efforts. 

*“«'T'welve missionaries have been in the 
employment of the board during the last 
year, and their labours have amounted to 
twenty-five months. The expense has 
been $833. By these missionaries more 
than one hundred destitute settlements 
have been visited, and several churches 
have been organized. 

“The experiment made, shows the ad- 
vantages resulting from a division of our 
vacant country into districts; and though 
the difficulty of obtaining a sufficient 
number of missionaries, and of raising mo- 
ney adequate to the expenses incurred, 
still exists and tends to discourage; yet 
the success which has, through the bless- 
ing of God, attended our efforts, en- 
courages us to persevere, and ought to 
excite to redoubled exertions. 

* Our missionaries report to us a large 
extent of country, within our limits, in a 
very destitute condition. A vast moral 
waste spreads itself before our eyes, and 
calls for our most diligent and extended 
labour. Many places have been visited 
for the first time by our missionaries, and 
in other places, where the word had been 
preached, an additional supply has been 
afiorded. Wherever they went, they 
were received with cordiality and thank- 
fulness, and were urged to return.— 
That some geod has been done, we can- 
not doubt ; and we hope that it will final- 
ly appear, that the salvation of many 
souls has been promoted by the instru- 
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mentality of those who, under our direc- | 
tion, have been employed in preaching 
the gospel to the poor and destitute. 

‘* All that we can do, however, is but 
little, compared with the extent of our 
country, and the multitude of the people 
who need missionary services. It is, 
therefore, the wish and the hope of this 
board, that the general assembly will af- 
ford us all the aid that may be in their 
power. And that the Head of the church 
may crown with abundant success all the 
efforts, both yours and ours, which may 
be made for the extension and prosperity 
of his kingdom, is our daily and ardent 
prayer,” 


Information has been received | 


that a missionary society auxiliary 
to the board, was recently formed 
with the bounds of the Presbytery 
of Onondaga. A missionary, the 
Rev. Caleb Alexander, has spent 20 
weeks in the service of this society, 
whose labours have been attended 
with considerable success. In De- 
ruters, one of the places visited by 
him, there was some special seri- 
ousness, and encouraging prospects 
of an extensive revival. He was 
still at the date of the secretary’s 
letter, in the service of the society. 


From the Missionary Society 
of Philadelphia, auxiliary to this 
board, a report has been received, 
stating that in the course of last 
year, four missionaries had been 
employed by them for different 
terms. ‘These missionaries labour- 
ed in the suburbs of this city and 
adjacent places. Good, it is hoped, 
has been done by them. Some in- 
teresting extracts are given in the 
report from the Journal of Mr. 
Samuel Cornish, a person of colour, 
and a licentiate of the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia, who was in the ser- 
vice of the society one month, and 
is now acting as a missionary under 
a commission from this board. 


The report of the Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society of West Jersey 


states, that they were not able to 
procure a permanent missionary, 
though they did succeed in obtain- 
ing two licentiates for a few weeks, 
whose labours were acceptable, and 








might have been highly useful, had 
they remained longer in cultivating 
that moral waste in which they 
wereemployed. A lamentable fact 
is mentioned in this report, “ that, 
at the last meeting of the Cumber- 
land Bible Society, it was stated 
that some persons or families bad 
been discovered in this region, who 
had never seen a Bible, and knew 
not what kind of book it was, nor 
who were the first parents of the 
human race.”’ 


The Auxiliary Missionary So 
ciety of the presbytery of Hano- 
ver, report, that missionary service 
to the amount of seven months has 
been performed by three missiona- 
ries, one of whom is to be settled in 
an important station, Charlottes- 
ville and the vicinity of Milton. 
They state that their funds have 
been diminished by the severity of 
the times, and partly by the esta- 
blishment of the Young Men’s Mis- 
sionary Society at Richmond; 
which, however, they rejoice to hail 
as a coworker in the same glorious 
cause. Contributions to their funds 
have been derived chiefly from a 
few auxiliary associations of pious 
and active females. 


From the committee of the Mis- 
sionary society of Shoal Creek, [lii- 
nois, Bond County, auxiliary to 
this society, a letter has been re- 
ceived, in which they state the 
amount of their funds, express their 
gratitude for the services of your 
missionaries, Messrs. Lowe and 
Graham, in 1818, and earnestly in- 
treat a renewed attention to their 
wants. 


It was to be expected that the 
missionary fund would be affected 
by the pressure of the times. The 
collections both of congregations, 
and by the missionaries the last 
year, are less than in preceding 

ears. The aggregate amount on 
which the board will be able this 
year to calculate in making their 
missionary appointments, will be 
diminished as much as $1000. 




















But there are other causes that 
are likely to affect your missionary 
fund. When the Board proposed 
their plan for the establishment of 
auxiliary societies, it was not their 
design, nor was it the intention of 
the assembly, in recommending it 
to the churches, that the adoption of 
it should lessen the amount of col- 
Jections for your fund, but to awa- 
ken more zeal in the cause of mis- 
sions, and increase the exertions of 
our church. It is however appre- 
hended that the establishment of 
such societies will, unless the as- 
sembly guard against it, materially 
affect their funds. 

The Board deem it their duty 
also to remark, that the amount of 
collections would be much greater, 
if due attention were paid to the 
assembly’s instructions, not to com- 
bine in the collection for the mis- 
sionary and commissioners’ funds 
other objects that would demand a 
considerable portion of it. It is 
understood that some congregations 
divide the same collection between 
three important objects, the mis- 
sionary, the commissioners’ and the 
education fund. The objects are 
too important to be proposed for 
one and the same collection; and 
it is hoped the congregations that 
are in the habit of doing so, will 
in future see the propriety of 

complying with the assembly’ Ss re- 
com nendation, by separating the 
latter from the two former objects. 

‘The assembly will pardon the 
beard for taking the liberty of mak- 
ing these remarks. It appears to 
them that it constitutes one of their 
duties to watch over the interests 
of the missionary fund. As no con- 
‘ributions, or toa very small amount, 

derived from auxiliary socie- 
nes, the operations of this board 
imust depend on the annual col- 
lections that are made in the 
churches. 

The propriety of proposing a re- 
duction of the salary of the mis- 
sionaries to its former amount, came 
under discussion in the board. On 
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the whole, however, it was deemed 
expedient to let the salary remain 
for the present at $40 per month. 
But it 1s an affecting consideration, 
that, owing to the diminished state 
of receipts for missionary purposes, 
re appointments this year must be 
one fifth less than in preceding 
years. This fact, it is presumed, 
will have due weight in the minds 
of the members of this assembly, 
and serve to show how important it 
is to promote collections in those 
congregations which do not contri- 
bute to. your missionary fund, that 
the operations of this board, instead 
of being lessened, may be extended. 


re 


Our readers will be gratified with 
the perusal of the following passages 
selected from “ The Epistle from 
Yearly Meeting of Friends’ held in 
London, 1820. “They indicate an in- 
creasing evangelical spirit in that re- 
spectable body of professing Chris- 
tians. We rejoice to see that they 
are disposed to give so prominent an 
exhibition of some of the great doc- 
trines of the gospel. 

“We have been again occupied in 
investigating the state of our society ; 
and our present concern is to turn 
the attention of all our dear friends 
to a strict examination of their reli- 
gious profession and experience. We 

profess to believe in the inward teach- 
ings of the Spirit of Christ Jesus, our 
Redeemer and Mediator, our Advo- 
cate with the Father; of Him whose 
precious blood was shed, that he 
might procure unto us eternal life, 
and present us holy, and unblamable, 
and unreprovable unto God. Let us 
individually inquire, how far we are 
acting in conformity with the solemn 
truths of the gospel. Are we seek- 
ing in humble supplication unto the 
Lord, that our faith may be establish- 
ed therein? Are we, in patient wait- 
ing before him, desiring that we may 
clearly discover the inshinings of his 
light upon our understandings, and 
that, by walking in faith, according 


to its manifestations, 0 our lives may 
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be spent in the love and fear of our 
great Creator? 

“It is of unspeakable importance 
to all, that they should know their 
own wills and dispositions regulated 
and sanctified by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. If this engagement of 
heart be earnest and frequent, hum- 
ble views of ourselves ensue, a dis- 
trust in our rational powers as suf- 
ficient for the great work of salva- 
tion is induced: we are taught the 
inestimable blessing which those en- 
joy who attain to a reliance on holy 
aid; and whilst we are brought low 
in our own estimation, and are fear- 
ful to speak of our religious attain- 
ments, we are enabled to rejoice in 
Him in whom we have believed.” 

«Be very careful then, we be- 
seech you, not to read publications 
which openly or indirectly, incul- 
cate a disbelief in the benefits pro- 
cured tous by the sufferings and 
death of Christ, in the divinity of 
Him our Lord and Saviour, or nm 
the perceptible guidance of his Spi- 

+ 99 
7 PS % ™ He 

“May these, may all our dear 
friends, be impressed with the con- 
tinued necessity of watchfulness un- 
to prayer, and of being clothed with 
humility, as with a garment. The 
faithful disciple will guard against 
relying too much on former experi- 
ence: he will find that an increase of 
years produces an increasing con- 
viction that we are entirely depen- 
dent upon God for fresh supplies of 
strength ; but he will be animated to 
persevere, from the consoling hope 
that if faith and patience continue, 
Christian virtues will increase; hu- 
mility, meekness, and ivelignes of 
spirit will be prevalent in advanced 
life: and a final admission will be 
granted into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

An example worthy of imitation. 
It would afford us peculiar pleasure 
to see the same and other great doc- 
trines of the gospel brought out, 


distinctly and fully, to view in the 
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| in Fourth street. 
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publications and addresses of the 
Friends in this country. 





ORDINATION. 


On the 10th instant, the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia met in the 
Third Presbyterian Church in this 
city, and solemnly set apart to the 
work of the gospel ministry, the 
Rev. Jonn H. Vaxcovrr. In this 
service, the Rey. Wim. M. Engles 
preached the sermon, from Ezek. 
xxx. 7,8; the Rev. Dr. Ely pre- 
sided, pr posed to the candidate the 
constitutional questions, and offer- 
ed the ordaining prayer; and the 
Rev. Thomas J. Biggs, of Frankford, 
delivered the charge. 

It is expected that Mr. Vancourt 
will labour for some time as a mis- 
sionary; and with this view, espe- 
cially, he was ordained, without 
having at present any pastoral 
charge. 


Bible Society of Philadelphia. 


On Wednesday the 2nd instant, 
the annual meeting of “ The Bible 
Society of Philadelphia” was held 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
An interesting 
report of tire proceedings the last 
year was read by the managers ; 
from which it appeared that the so- 
ciety had distributed 4435 copies of 
the scriptures, besides 3750 por- 


tions of the inspired vides for the | 


use of Sabbath schools; making, 
since the commencement of their 
lavours, a total of 57,865, exclu- 
sive of the separate portions. ‘They 
have printed 109,737 copies of the 
scriptures; and have now in the 
press two editions; of the New Tes- 
tament 1000, and of the Bible 500. 

The report having been read, a 
motion was made by the Rev. Mr. 
M‘Ginnis, and seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Roche, that it should be 
printed and published. These gen- 
tlemen supported the motion by ap- 
propriate addresses. 

The managers, we underst and, 
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intend to pursue some vigorous 
measures for increasing the number 
of subscribers to this valuable insti- 
tution. It has done much in the 
benevolent work of distributing the 
word of life among the destitute, 
but not as much as would have been 
done, had its funds been more am- 
ple. The population of this city 
will warrant us in asserting that the 
subscribers ought to be multiplied 
ten-fold. Indeed every one who 
has the ability should deem it a 
privilege as well as a duty to sub- 
scribe his name to this important 
society. When therefore an appli- 
cation shall be made, all, it is hoped, 
who have not, will cheerfully con- 
tribute. 








Aclectionsg. 


Wolfangus Musculus. 


This celebrated divine was a German 
reformer. He was born in 1497, and du- 
ring life, passed through a variety of 
chequered scenes. He rose from a state 
of such poverty and meanness, that while 
in it, he obtained a subsistence by sing- 
ing from door to door, to a situation of 
respectability and importance, and was 
professor of divinity at Berne, in Switz- 
erland. Though once enveloped in the 
darkness of popery, he became an active 
and zealous supporter of the gospel of 
truth; and was a man of great application 
and deep learning. A little before his 
death, he composed some Latin verses, 
of which the following translation has 
been given. 

My fainting life is nearly gone ; 

My frame 1s chill’d with dying cold : 
But Jesus, thou, my better life, 
Canst neither sicken nor be old. 





Why tremblest, then, my parting soul? 
To mansions of eternal rest 

That angel waits to guide thy way, 
And bless thee there among the blest. 
Quit then, O quit, this wretched house, 
Nor, at its ruin, once repine : 

God soon shall build it up again, 

And bid it with new lustre shine. 


But, art thou all-defil’d with sins ? 

Fear not, my soul, thou ne’er shalt fall; 
Believe his faithful word, and know, 
The blood of Christ can cleanse them all. 


Can death a thousand horrors show ? 
True, soul; but what is death to thee? 
Life is at hand, the promis’d life, 

And, like its giver, sure and free. 


Selections. 
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Lo! Christ, o’er Satan, sin and death, 
Yonder in triumph sits on high : 

Fly, happy soul, with eager wings ; 
Away to Jesus swiftly fly! 


George Moir. 


The subject of this single but strik- 
ing anecdote, was comparatively little 
known in the religious world; but we 
are informed that in his life there was an 
eminent display of the power of evange- 
lical truth, as at its conclusion of holy 
triumph over death. After having been 
worn out by long and painful illness, his 
wife told him that the change of his 
countenance indicated the speedy ap- 
proach of death. ‘ Does it,” he replied, 
“Bring me a glass.” On looking at him- 
self in the glass, he was struck with the 
appearance of a corpse which he saw in 
his countenance, but giving the glass 
back, he said with calm satisfaction, ** Ah, 
death hath set his mark on my body, but 
Christ hath set his mark upon my soul.” 





FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 


“Tam the Light of the World.” 
JOHN vill. 12. 


Fountain of life, of truth and love! 
The Father’s glory and delight! 
Worshipp’d on earth, ador’d above, 
Thou art indeed the world’s true Light. 


At thy command, yon sun displays 
His beams, and scatters blessings round, 
Pours his life-giving, vivid rays 
Through every part of nature’s bound. 
But not to nature’s bound confin’d, 
Great Source of intellectual light, 
Thou cam/’st to illume the darken’d mind, 
And make the path to glory bright. 


Amidst affliction’s darkest gloom, 
Thou bid’st the shades of sorrow flee; 
Thy rays the mourner’s breast illume, 
And guide the wand’rer home to thee. 


And when the close of life draws nigh, 
And all the pow’rs of nature fail, 

Thy smiles, dear Saviour! from on high 
Can lighten up Death’s gloomy vale. 


Sun of the World! arise and shine, 
Enlighten, warm, and cheer this heart; 

The conscience owns thy pow’r divine, 
Thy beams can endless bliss impart. 


When on the world’ Fclose my eyes, 
Grant me this boon—I ask no more— 
Effulgeat on this soul arise, 
And guide me safe to Canaan’s shore. 
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